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CHINA." 

CANTON. 

By   Consul    Albert    W.   Pent  ins,    March    15,    1015>, 

The  Canton  district  comprises  that  portion  of  Kwanotiing  Prov- 
ince west  of  longitude  115°  and  the  whole  of  Kwangsi,  Yunnan,  and 
Kweichow  Provinces.  The  population  is  roughly  estimated  at 
50,000,000,  Cantonese  ]3i'edominating.  The  greater  part  of  the  re- 
gion is  mountainous.  The  climate  in  Canton  and  vicinity  is  similar 
to  that  of  Cuba  and  the  extreme  south  of  Florida.  The  district  is  rich 
in  natural  resources,  and  excellent  opportunities  exist  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  trade  in  numy  lines. 

The  resources  of  this  innnediate  district  are  sufficient  to  indicate  an 
annual  purchasing  power  of  about  $50,000,000.  Exports  to  Europe 
and  the  United  States  in  a  normal  year  are  in  excess  of  $25,000,000. 
The  natural  products  are  wolfram,  coal,  tin,  antimon}',  copper,  iron, 
lead,  molybdenum,  and  zinc.  Practically  no  foreign  machinery  is 
used  for  mining  purposes  and  most  of  the  mines  are  still  in  the  pros- 
pecting stage.  The  lack  of  American  firms  will  alwa^^s  act  as  a 
handicap  to  the  satisfactory  developement  of  trade  witli  the  United 
States, 
methods  for  Trade  Promotion. 

In  an  average  year  the  imports  of  foreign  manufactured  goods  are 
in  excess  of  25,000,000  taels.  The  facilities  for  the  distribution  of 
foreign  commodities  are  good,  and  almost  every  town  in  the  Canton 
delta  is  reached  regularly  by  native  steamers  or  launches.  The  pro- 
motion of  American  trade  in  this  locality  can  best  be  accomplished 
by  establishing  American  business  houses  or  connections  in  Hong- 
kong, the  proximity  of  Canton  making  representation  here  a  com- 
paratively simple  matter.  Whenever  possible  quotations  should 
be  made  c.  i.  f .  Hongkong  or  Canton.  American  manufactured  goods 
are  in  high  favor,  and  are  being  sold  in  gradually  increasing  quanti- 
ties. It  must  ])e  remembered  that  much  of  the  existing  trade  is  for 
goods  consumed  by  a  population  whose  purchasing  power  is  small. 

There  are  no  direct  shipping  connections,  but  the  proximity  of 
Hongkong  gives  this  district  excellent  shipping  facilities  to  and 
from  the  United  States.  Practically  all  cargo  exported  to  and  im- 
ported from  the  T^nited  States  is  shipped  to  Hongkong  for  trans- 
shii:)ment  to  destination.  Most  of  the  steamship  lines  have  agencies 
in  Canton  and  through  shipments  to  and  from  American  points  via 
the  Pacific,  Panama,  or  Suez  routes,  are  a  matter  of  easy  arrange- 
ment.    As  regards  packing,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 

a  The  value  of  the  haikwan  tael  ased  in  this  supplement  is  $1.08  for  1917  and  $1.19  for  1918. 
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damp  climate  of  South  China  necessitates  goods  liable  to  rust  or  mil- 
dew, being  packed  in  damp-proof  covering.  As  a  safeguard  against 
pilfering  and  rough  handling  all  cases  should  be  fastened  with  metal 
binding  strips. 

No  great  or  permanent  increase  in  American  trade  with  South 
China  can  be  had  until  the  same  freight  rates  are  quoted  from  the 
manufacturing  districts  in  the  United  States  as  are  quoted  from 
points  in  Europe,  and  until  American  banking  institutions  are  in  a 
position  to  extend  the  same  credit  services  to  American  houses  in 
South  China  as  European  banks  extend  to  their  nationals.  Much  good 
would  result  from  the  institution  of  the  system  of  trade  acceptances 
with  the  several  American  banks  now  established  in  China. 

Factors  Affecting  Trade. 

The  important  factors  affecting  trade  in  the  Canton  delta  and 
South  China  are  the  price  of  silver  or  the  prevailing  exchange  rate 
between  the  silver  and  the  gold  dollar,  freight  rates  between  China 
and  American  points,  the  local  political  situation  and  unsettled  con- 
ditions in  interior  districts,  the  production  of  the  important  articles 
of  native  produce  both  for  local  consumption  and  for  shipment 
abroad,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  demand  by  American 
manufacturers  for  the  raw  materials  produced  by  South  China. 

Speaking  generally,  the  export  trade  between  this  district  and 
foreign  countries  is  stimulated  by  a  low  price  of  silver,  which  makes 
possible  the  sale  of  local  commodities  to  gold  standard  countries  at 
a  low  cost  per  unit.  A  good  illustration  of  this  may  be  seen  in  the 
sale  of  matting  to  American  buyers.  In  former  years  matting  was 
one  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  from  this  district  to  the  United 
States,  but  now  that  silver  is  worth  about  double  the  normal  value, 
the  trade  has  practically  ceased.  It  may  be  said  that  the  high  price 
of  silver  during  the  past  two  years  has  decreased  the  purchasing 
power  of  gold  on  the  local  market,  thus  causing  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  exports  of  all  but  the  most  essential  products. 

The  increased  cost  of  ocean  freight  from  the  Pacific  Coast  and  of 
overland  freight  in  the  United  States,  wdiich  w^ere  about  double  the 
1917  figure,  had  a  very  depressing  effect  on  the  shipment  of  American 
manufactures  to  this  district,  and  in  numerous  instances  caused  the 
entire  stoppage  of  shipments  from  Canton  to  the  United  States. 
Trade  of  the  Port. 

The  trade  of  the  port  continued  to  suffer  as  a  result  of  the  world 
shortage  of  tonnage  and  supplies,  and  business  during  the  year  was 
much  hampered  by  the  insecurity  from  robbery  and  piracy  of  cargoes 
under  transportation  to  and  from  the  interior.  The  total  trade  ex- 
pressed in  the  Chinese  customs  unit  was  slightly  more  than  that  of 
the  previous  year.  Imports  of  foreign  goods  were  valued  at  2T,- 
254,372  haikwan  taels,  Chinese  goods  at  17,9,50,913  haikwan  taels,  and 
exports  at  58,020,793  haikwan  taels.  Export  shipments  exceeded  the 
figures  of  the  previous  year  by  2,613,340  haikwan  taels. 

Imports  of  foreign  manufactured  cotton  goods  totaled  $8,217,927; 
w^ool  and  cotton  mixtures,  $161,167 ;  woolen  goods,  $350,295 ;  miscel- 
laneous piece  goods,  $262,887;  metals  and  minerals,  $2,254,628;  and 
sundries,  $22,41^,252. 

The  total  revenue  collected  amounted  to  2,280,940  haikwan  taels, 
which  is  slightly  less  than  the  1917  collection,  and  was  divided  as  fol- 


CHINA — CANTON.  3 

lows:  Import  duties,  906,279  llaik^yan  taels;  export  duties,  1,125,119 
haikwan  taols;  coast  trade  duty,  213,844  haikwan  taels;  tonnage  dues, 
21.96-t  liaikAvan  taels:  and  transit  dues,  13,734  haikwan  taels. 

Loans — Eiichange  Fluctuations. 

In  February-  the  provincial  authorities  made  overtures  to  obtain  a 
loan  from  American  sources,  but  as  there  was  no  assurance  of  the 
validity  of  the  loan,  negotiations  were  broken  off  and  the  matter 
dropped.  The  securit}'  for  the  loan  was  to  be  the  proceeds  from  the 
Government-controlled  wolframite  trade  and  the  old  provincial  gov- 
ernor's yamen.  Tlie  interest  was  to  be  8  per  cent  and  prior  rights 
were  to  be  enjo3^ed  in  tramway  construction  at  Canton. 

Two  small  loans  were  concluded  by  an  American  with  the  local 
authorities  during  the  year.  The  first  loan  was  for  $20,000  local  cur- 
rency payable  in  one  year  with  interest  at  10  per  cent,  the  interest 
to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  advanced.  No  security  was  asked 
for,  the  xVmerican  being  content  Avith  the  added  facilities  extended  to 
him  in  securing  delivery  of  vrolframite  from  the  interior.  The  other 
loan  was  for  $100,000,  also  a  one-year  loan  with  interest  at  10  per 
cent,  the  security  for  which  was  to  be  the  revenue  of  the  provincial 
mining  bureau. 

The  local  Japanese  bank  concluded  a  loan  for  800,000  3'en 
($398,400)  with  the  local  Chinese  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
security  agreed  upon  was  the  j^ledge  of  individual  members  of  the 
chamber.  The  loan  was  for  six  months  with  interest  at  8  per  cent. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  American  interests  were  endeavoring  to  con- 
clude a  loan  with  the  Canton-Samshui  Railway,  the  purchase  of 
railway  material  being  included  in  the  loan  agreement. 

During  1918  exchange  fluctuated  from  70  to  88  cents  gold  to  the 
Hongkong  dollar.  Hongkong  dollars  (paper  currency)  were  well 
below  those  of  Shanghai  during  a  large  part  of  the  year,  the  de- 
preciation being  about  12  per  cent.  The  market  from  March  to 
September  showed  a  rising  tendency  which  culminated  in  October  as 
a  result  of  the  Allied  victory  and  exchange  dropped  overnight  from 
87  to  81*,  the  rate  remaining  more  or  less  stationary  until  the  close 
of  the  year  when  it  fell  to  79^. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  tonnage  and  the  very  high  levels  of  ex- 
change, business  was  greatly  hamj^ered,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that 
normal  conditions  will  return  until  such  time  as  will  evidence  the 
possibility  of  a  balance  between  the  import  and  export  trade  which 
can  only  come  with  rates  on  a  more  or  less  ]:)re-war  basis. 

There  are  five  foreign  exchange  banks  in  Canton,  two  British,  one 
American,  one  French,  and  one  Japanese.  The  native  banks  are  the 
medium  for  financing  the  planting  and  movement  of  interior  crops 
and  also  facilitate  the  exjiort  trade  between  native  ports,  but  they 
do  not  quote  exchange  on  foreign  countries. 

Hallways  in  Canton  District. 

There  are  030  iniles  of  lailway  in  the  Canton  district.  The  four 
roads  oi)erating  in  this  vicinity  ai'e  the  Canton-Koviloon,  Canton - 
Hankow.  Canton-Samshui,  and  the  Sunning. 

Construction  of  the  Canton-Kowloon  line,  which  has  a  lengtli  of  89 
miles,  was  completed  in  1911.  During  the  past  year  the  traffic  on 
the  whole  was  satisfactory ;  a  much  better  year  would  have  been  had 
but  for  the  heavy  rains  and  floods  which  seriously  cut  down  the 
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business  during  nearly  two  months.  The  total  expenditure  was  on 
the  average  higher  but  was  counterbalanced  by  increased  fares.  The 
estimated  earnings  for  the  year  1918  were  $988,925,  about  80  per  cent 
of  which  was  derived  from  passenger  traffic.  The  railway  con- 
tinues to  be  operated  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  net  deficit,  including  the 
interest  on  the  loan  outstanding,  being  no  less  than  $271,981  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  The  interest  on  the  loan,  bank's 
commission  and  remuneration,  were  paid  by  the  Ministry  of  Com- 
munication in  Peking.  Practically  all  of  the  equipment  of  this  rail- 
way is  of  British  manufacture. 

All  of  the  locomotives  and  most  of  the  rolling  stock  on  the 
Canton-Hankow  Railway  are  of  American  manufacture.  The  length 
of  the  railway  is  139  miles.  Owing  to  prevailing  conditions,  the 
railway  has  been  operated  at  a  loss  during  the  past  two  years. 
Military  activity  in  the  North  River  region  seriously  retarded  any 
improvement  in  the  traffic,  and  unsettled  conditions  also  acted  as  a 
serious  check  on  the  successful  operation  of  the  line.  As  was  to 
be  expected  no  construction  work  was  done  during  the  year.  Pas- 
senger receipts  amounted  to  approximately  $GTO,000  and  freight  re- 
ceipts to  $1,430,000.  Practically  no  materials  were  purchased  dur- 
ing the  year.  As. American  supplies  have  formed  the  major  portion 
of  the  equipment  of  this  line,  it  is  thought  that  there  will  be  a  good 
market  as  soon  as  normal  trade  conditions  are  restored. 

Other  Railways. 

The  Canton-Samshui  Railwaj^  is  equipped  throughout  with  rolling 
stock  of  American  manufacture,  but  unfortunately  most  of  the 
equipment  is  now  in  a  poor  condition.  The  line  is  32  miles  in  length 
and  is  by  far  the  best  paying  one  in  this  section  of  China.  The 
receipts  during  the  past  year  totaled  $946,817,  apportioned  as  fol- 
lows :  Passenger  traffic,  $896,423 ;  freight  traffic,  $20,894,  and  miscel- 
laneous $29,500.  The  total  operating  expenditure  was  about  $650,000, 
which  was  much  higher  than  in  previous  years.  The  chief  reasons 
given  were  the  high  cost  of  coal  and  other  materials. 

The  total  length  of  the  Sunning  Railway  is  about  78  miles,  and 
materials  are  now  on  hand  for  an  extension  of  6  miles.  Most  of 
the  rolling  stock  of  this  railway  is  also  of  American  manufacture. 
The  total  expenditure,  including  cost  of  construction  materials,  dur- 
ing the  year  was  $1,050,000.  The  receipts  amounted  to  $591,658 
from  passenger  traffic  and  $143,914  from  freight  traffic.  Unsettled 
conditions  were  responsible  for  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts. 

The  Canton-Macao  Railroad  Co.  expects  to  begin  construction 
during  1919.  The  local  Government  has  approved  the  application 
of  this  company  to  have  its  franchise  restored.  This  line  was  origi- 
nally proposed  and  a  franchise  granted  some  six  years  ago,  but  the 
franchise  was  canceled  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  stockholders  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  the  Government  to  institute  work  within 
the  time  limited.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  said  to  be 
$10,000,000,  and  it  is  reported  that  about  $2,000,000^  has  been  sub- 
scribed. The  line  will  run  from  Canton  to  Macao,  passing  through 
many  rice  districts.  There  will  also  be  a  branch  line  to  connect 
Chanchuen  with  Kongmoon.  The  two  lines  will  approximate  125 
miles  in  length. 
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Mining  in  the  Canton  District. 

During-  the  past  year  wolframite  ore  was  miiiGd  and  marketed 
in  large  quantities.  War  conditions  created  a  demand  for  tungsten 
steel  in  the  United  States  and  Europe,  which  led  to  the  general  de- 
velopment of  this  ore,  and  it  became  one  of  the  leading  articles  of 
export.  At  the  present  time  prodviction  has  almost  ceased,  owing 
to  the  decline  in  price,  which  in  some  cases  is  less  than  the  cost  of 
production.  Shipments  of  the  ore  were  valued  at  3,1^0,220  taels. 
Most  of  the  veins  are  small  and  are  in  hard  rock  formation,  averag- 
ing about  '1  inches  in  width.  Mining  of  the  ore  now  requires  ex- 
tensive blasting  operations. 

Antimony  production  has  practically  ceased,  owing  to  the  low 
IDrice  of  the  metal  on  the  British  and  American  markets.  Most  of 
the  smelters  are  closed,  the  operators  waiting  for  a  better  market 
price.  As  many  of  the  antimony  mines  are  remote  from  water  trans- 
portation, the  present  low  prevailing  price  wipes  out  all  margin  of 
profit. 

Lead  and  copper  have  so  fai'  been  mined  in  only  a  crude  way  to 
supply  local  needs.  Most  of  the  veins  are  small,  and  many  diffi- 
culties exist  in  mining  and  transporting  the  ore. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  abundance  in  many  districts,  with  favorable 
location  for  water  transportation  and  fuel.  Some  very  large  de- 
posits averaging  73  per  cent  are  known  of,  with  all  necessary  flux 
and  fuel  in  the  vicinity.  A  small  amount  of  iron  is  being  produced 
at  present  for  native  use.  This  product  is  a  very  high  grade  of 
malleable  iron  and  readily  v\orked  into  agricultural  tools.  A  small 
quantity  of  the  iron  is  exported. 

Coal  is  found  in  many  districts  in  Kwangtung  Province  and  is 
mined  by  the  Chinese  in  a  small  way.  The  many  tests  made  show 
that  the  coal  is  of  good  quality  for  steaming  or  coking.  The  coal- 
mining industry  requires  only  the  investment  of  capital  and  favor- 
able mining  regulations  to  bring  it  up  to  a  high  stage  of  production. 
Up  the  North  River  there  is  an  abundance  of  a  very  fragile  semi- 
anthracite  which  is  easily  accessible.  The  analysis  shows  volatile 
matter  13  per  cent,  fixed  carbon  To  per  cent,  ash  Vl  per  cent,  and  heat 
value  12,000  B.  t.  u.  per  pound. 

Manganese  is  very  common  in  this  part  of  China,  the  deposits  being 
very  large  and  easy  of  access.  Due  to  the  high  freight  rates  ]5revail- 
ing,  there  has  been  no  market  for  the  metal.  Given  favorable  ship- 
ping conditions,  there  should  be  a  very  good  export  trade  in  this 
mineral  in  the  future. 

Molybdenum  was  produced  in  small  quantities  in  many  districts 
during  the  past  year  and  marketed  at  good  prices.  The  deposits  of 
this  metal  are  very  small  and  irregular,  usually  being  found  in  small 
]30ckets  or  stringers  not  more  than  1  inch  thick.  Small  quantities  are 
also  washed  from  alluvial  sands. 

Graphite  occurs  in  many  places  in  small  quantities,  but  no  mining 
is  being  done  at  present. 

Lime  is  one  of  the  common  elements  in  the  general  formation  of 
the  mountains  of  Kwangtung  Province,  the  limestone  being  bedded 
on  a  shale  floor.  Large  quantities  of  the  purer  limestone  are  ex- 
ported and  some  is  used  locally  in  the  manufacture  of  cement. 
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Business  Conditions  Among  Native  Pirms  at  Canton. 

The  following  information  obtained  from  native  sources  will  give 
the  Chinese  merchant 's  idea  of  trade  during  the  year : 

The  trade  was  bad  in  most  lines.  The  opening  of  tlie  national  assembly,  the 
organization  of  the  military  government,  and  the  presence  of  many  civil  and 
military  leaders,  while  giving  political  imiwrtance  to  Canton,  did  not  contribute 
to  the  trade  welfare.  The  opening  of  hundreds  of  gambling  houses,  the  war  in 
Europe,  internecine  strife,  floods  in  various  districts,  the  prevailing  piracy  and 
brigandage,  all  have  handicapped  business  in  Canton. 

Owing  to  few  tires,  the  insurance  companies  did  well.  The  tea  houses  and 
restaurants  have  also  made  money.  Shippers  of  produce  have  suifered  since 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe,  as  the  many  import  restrictions  and  the  dearth 
of  tonnage  were  continually  against  them. 

The  actors'  guild  reported  a  bad  year.  The  theatrical  companies  depend  upon 
the  village  festivities  for  a  successful  year.  Floods,  brigandage,  and  a  bad 
harvest,  all  combined  to  impoverish  the  inland  inhabitants  in  many  districts, 
and  the  number  of  festivals  celebrated  was  much  less  than  in  other  years. 
Attendance  upon  the  theaters  in  Canton  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  Canton 
public  showed  a  partiality  for  girl  actors  during  the  year,  and  the  male  actors 
suffered  as  a  result. 

Retailers  of  foreign  sundries  did  little  business,  the  chief  reasons  being  the 
high  prices  and  shortage  of  supplies.  Manufacturers  of  towels,  shirts,  and 
socks  did  well,  owing  to  the  curtailed  imjiortation  of  the  foreign  article.  Native 
mining  companies  prosi)ered  on  the  whole.  Shortage  of  foreign  coal  caused  a 
good  demand  for  the  native  product.    Wolfram-ore  dealers  reaped  a  good  profit. 

Most  of  the  piece-goods  firms  made  little  or  no  profit,  the  cause  being 
attributed  to  fewer  marriages  and  the  prolonged  rainy  season.  Dealers  in  furs 
had  likewise  a  poor  year.  Trade  in  vegetable  oils  was  steady.  The  dyeing 
business,  in  spite  of  the  shortage  of  the  foreign  product,  did  well.  Poor  condi- 
tions prompted  the  natives  to  avoid  buying  new  cloth  and  be  content  with  dyeing 
old  garments. 

Dealers  in  old  copper,  iron,  and  other  metals  enjoyed  an  excellent  trade 
during  most  of  the  year,  but  their  being  overstocked  and  the  sudden  fall  in 
prices  reduced  their  net  profit  to  a  mininuun.  Fertilizing  materials  found  but 
small  demand  as  the  unusual  floods  prevented  many  fields  from  being  cultivated 
during  the  year.  Hard  times  were  responsible  for  a  small  trade  had  by  the 
musicians  and  the  scroll  makers,  who  depend  upon  religious  and  marriage  cere- 
monies for  their  trade. 

The  business  of  the  florists  and  gardeners,  relying  upon  the  climate  and 
other  natural  conditions  to  help  their  trade,  was  poor,  owing  to  the  extreme 
length  of  the  rainy  seasons.  Merchants  handling  building  material  such  as 
wood,  stone,  and  brick,  exchange  brokers,  workers  of  gold,  firms  selling  fire- 
crackers, poultry,  books,  and  lanterns  had  a  fair  trade  during  the  year.  Pawn- 
shops did  a  profitable  business,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  licensed  gambling 
houses.  Dealers  in  raw  materials  entering  into  the  manufacture  of  medicines 
also  had  a  good  year.  Dealers  in  wood  fuel,  second-hand  clothing,  embroidery, 
and  porcelain  found  the  year  without  profit  to  them.  The  trade  was  dull  also 
for  the  manufacturers  of  jade-stone  ornaments,  silverware,  and  articles  for 
idol  worship. 

The  rice  dealers  had  a  steady  trade,  especially  large  profits  being  made  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  because  shortage  of  stocks  enabled  them  to  control  prices. 

Municipal  and  Other  Improvements, 

With  a  view  to  effecting  modern  improvements  in  Canton,  a  mu- 
nicipal council  was  established  by  the  local  authorities  during  the 
year.  A  scheme  of  improvement  was  drawn  up  which  Avill  take  a 
few  years  to  complete.  All  of  the  city  walls  are  to  be  demolished, 
and  it  is  planned  to  construct  six  modern  roads  and  three  parks. 
The  Avork  of  demolishing  the  city  walls  was  begun  some  months  ago, 
and  the  construction  of  roads  is  now  under  way.  The  scheme  of 
improvement  includes  the  construction  of  a  tramway  and  a  motor- 
car service,  and  it  is  intended  that  both  the  latter  projects  are  to  be 
finished  with  native  capital. 
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With  the  formal  opening  of  the  modern  nine-story  building  of  the 
Sun  Co.  and  the  coming  construction  of  the  Wing  On  Building,  Can- 
ton will  have  four  large  department  stores,  the  other  two  being  the 
Sincere  Co.  and  Chen  Kwong  &  Co.  Chen  Kwong  &  Co.,  which 
opened  about  10  years  ago.  is  the  oldest  one  and  is  followed  by  the 
Sincere  Co.,  which  started  business  in  1912.  Anotlier  modern  insti- 
tution, a  i^O-cent  department  store,  to  be  owned  and  operated 
entirely  by  Avomen,  was  under  consideration  during  the  year,  but  this 
innovation  proved  too  radical  a  dej^arture  for  the  civil  governor,  who 
refused  the  necessary  permit. 

Trade  in  Piece  Goods. 

The  past  year  has  been  full  of  difficulties  for  both  importers  and 
dealers  in  South  China.  For  the  importers  tlie  difficulties  and  uncer- 
tainty of  shipments  proved  very  embarrassing,  and  it  was  practically 
impossible  to  keep  the  market  supplied  with  seasonable  goods,  the 
commodities  in  various  instances  arriving  late  and  consequently 
having  to  be  kept  over  until  the  following  season.  This  refers  espe- 
cially to  piece  goods  usually  supplied  b}-  Manchester  manufacturers, 
who  command  the  bulk  of  the  import  trade  in  South  China,  and  in 
this  line  the  importers  had  to  face  steadily  increasing  prices  caused 
by  the  ever-increasing  price  of  cotton. 

Although  tlie  laid-down  cost  of  piece  goods  was  to  a  certain  extent 
kept  down  by  the  high  rate  of  silver,  still  the  selling  prices  for  all 
lines  were  at  a  higher  level  than  ever  before  experienced,  and  the 
dealers  were  naturally  reluctant  in  buying,  especially  in  view  of  the 
dull  state  of  the  native  market.  The  result  was  little  business  at 
increasing  prices.  As  orders  for  piece  goods  must  be  placed  9  to 
10  months  in  advance  in  order  to  allow  for  manufacturing  and  ship- 
ping, it  is  easily  understood  that  the  native  purchasers  v\'ere  not  keen 
on  replenishing  stocks  at  the  current  prices  for  fear  of  a  sudden 
change  caused  by  the  political  upheaval  in  Europe.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  immediately  after  the  armistice  the  whole  market  slumped, 
simply  through  the  native  idea  that  a  speedy  peace  would  bring 
j)rices  down  to  the  pre-war  level,  naturally  a  false  conception. 

Unsettled  conditions  in  the  interior  have  made  shipments  to  up- 
country  points  almost  impossible,  and  there  are  many  places  in  the 
interior  in  great  need  of  piece  goods.  Prohibitive  freight  rates  and 
the  high  rate  of  exchange  have  seriously  affected  the  export  trade, 
and  this  has  adversely  inlluenced  the  purchasing  power  of  the  native 
merchants  so  much  that  many  of  them  liave  been  unable  to  pur- 
chase supplies.  The  trade  during  the  year  was  a  poor  one  for  the 
dealers,  who  in  most  cases  had  to  sell  their  goods  at  cost,  or  even  at 
a  loss,  in  order  to  turn  over  their  capital  to  redeem  goods  accumu- 
lated. Although  the  importers  in  some  cases  liad  the  benefit  of  the 
rising  exchange  and  made  profits  on  early  contracts,  the  close  of  the 
year  left  an  accumuh-.tion  oi  big  stocks  in  the  godovns  which  the 
state  of  tlie  market  rendered  difficult  to  clear. 

The  Manchester  market  is  now  so  utterly  out  of  reach  and  the 
difference  between  the  replacing  cost  and  the  landed  cost  of  the  goods 
stocked  locally  is  so  large  that  it  will  undoubtedly  only  be  a  matter 
of  time  to  work  olf  the  supplies,  and  it  then  remains  to  be  seen  how 
the  local  market  will  face  the  prices  demanded  in  Manchester  for 
fresh  stocks.    The  normal  resumption  of  export  trade  from  the  Prov- 
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inces  should  help  stabilize  the  purchasing  power  of  the  natives  and 
enable  the  import  dealers  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  the  future. 
Trade  in  Sundries  Controlled  by  Japanese — Shipbuilding, 

The  trade  in  sundries  includes  the  many  articles  not  classed  under 
piece  goods  or  metals,  in  fact  most  of  the  articles  formerly  imported 
largely  from  Germany.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  this  business 
came  to  a  standstill  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  Central  Powers 
were  debarred  from  exporting,  and  since  that  time  the  Allied  nations 
have  taken  up  the  trade.  Great  Britain  successfully  coming  in  Avith 
several  lines.  As  the  war  continued  and  restrictions  were  placed  on 
more  and  more  articles,  importers  turned  to  the  United  States  for 
supplies,  and  this  w^orked  well  until  the  entry  of  the  latter  into  the 
war.  After  that  time  it  was  found  that,  apart  from  Government  re- 
strictions, deliveries  were  much  delayed,  and  in  certain  cases  orders 
were  never  filled,  and  the  business  went  to  Japan.  Japan  has  suc- 
ceeded m  getting  the  trade  formerly  had  by  Germany  and  Austria, 
and  a  good  deal  more,  through  a  close  study  of  theYxerman  trade 
and  German  goods,  which  are  now  made  in  Osaka  factories.  All  the 
cheap  lines  commonly  known  as  Nuremberg  goods,  of  which  China 
was  a  great  consumer  before  the  war,  now  come  from  Japan,  and  it 
will  be  a  difficult  task,  it  is  feared,  for  manufacturers  in  Europe  and 
the  United  States  to  wrest  this  trade  from  the  present  holders. 

The  Kwang  Nam  Dock  Co.  has  reclaimed  land  and  established  a 
shipbuilding  yard  just  northwest  of  Macao  Fort.  Two  ships  have 
been  launched  and  a  third  is  in  process  of  construction.  The  two 
vessels  already  completed  are  the  largest  ever  built  in  Canton,  having 
a  gross  tonnage  of  1,.516  and  2,000,  respectively.  Both  are  constructed 
of  teak  and  other  hardwood  and  are  to  be  used  in  the  coasting  trade 
of  China. 

Machinery  and  Supplies. 

The  high  cost  of  machinery  and  supplies  in  the  United  States— 
practically  the  only  country  from  which  supplies  were  obtainable 
during  the  past  two  years— has  of  necessity  caused  the  Chinese  to  use 
the  products  of  local  industries  wherever  possible.  This  same  condi- 
tion has  permitted  the  Chinese  to  build  a  number  of  manufacturing 
plants  m  Canton,  to  train  workmen,  and  to  establish  their  product 
upon  the  market  which  would  otherwise  have  been  impossible. 
These  factories  consist  of  tanneries,  dyeing  establishments,  knitting 
mills,  shops  for  manufacturing  crude-oil  engines  up  to  250  horse- 
power, etc.  A  part  of  the  machinery  used  in  some  of  the  plants  is  of 
American  manufacture.  The  machinery  manufacturers  have 
profited  as  a  result  of  the  general  trade  of  the  port  being  below 
normal,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  temporary  advantage  will  prove 
of  lasting  benefit  if  followed  up  bv  strong  selling  and  educational 
work  among  the  Chinese.  No  better  mechanic  or  operator  than  the 
Cantonese  can  be  found  anywhere  in  China. 

In  normal  times  tlie  largest  users  of  machinery  are  the  Govern- 
ment mint,  the  arsenal,  and  the  railways.  Existing  political  condi- 
tions have  made  sales  to  these  official  institutions  p^ractically  impos- 
sible. Added  to  this  handicap,  the  general  prevalence  of  pirates 
and  brigands  seriously  interrupted  communication  with  points  in 
the  interior,  and  the  demand  for  machinery  and  supplies  was  cut  off 
almost  entirely. 
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At  tlie  present  time  a  ^ood  opening  exists  for  the  sale  of  small  oil 
engines  and  electric  lighting  plants  for  use  in  outlying  districts.  It 
should  be  eas}"  to  create  a  demand  also  for  small  engines  for  use  on 
the  hundreds  of  towboats  plying  the  rivers  of  the  Canton  delta. 
Just  as  soon  as  conditions  improve  there  will  be  evidenced  a  large 
demand  for  railway  material,  as  several  of  the  lines  are  in  very 
urgent  need  of  stocks,  from  locomotives  down  to  Avorkshop  tools. 
Stocks  of  hardware  in  general,  nails,  bolts,  screws,  blacksmith  iron 
and  steel,  reenforcing  steel,  corrugated  iron,  tin  plate,  in  fact  all 
sorts  of  manufactured  articles,  arc  at  present  exhausted  or  nearly 
so.  The  high  cost  of  such  supplies,  the  ditiiculty  of  obtaining  them, 
and  the  unsettled  conditions  prevailing  have  compelled  the  Chinese 
to  use  machinery  and  tools  to  the  point  where  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  scrapping  them. 
Electric  Power  Plants  in  Kwangtuiig  Province. 

Power  plants  in  this  part  of  China  are  still  in  a  state  of  infancy 
and  it  will  take  time  to  educate  the  Chinese  to  their  more  general  use. 
The  small  concerns  can  not  afford  to  employ  an  experienced  for- 
eigner, and  there  are  very  few  Chinese  with  sufficient  training  to 
make  the  small  installations  a  paying  proposition. 

Chinese  with  capital  do  not  like  putting  money  into  a  business 
the}'  do  not  understand,  consequcntl}'  there  is  always  difficulty  in 
financing  a  small  plant.  An  investment  made  by  the  average  Chinese 
is  expected  to  bring  in  the  best  possible  return.  Of  the  business 
terms,  capital,  interest,  depreciation,  and  sinking-fund,  the  Chinese 
investor  knows  only  the  first  two.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  effect 
of  establishing  a  firm  credit  in  the  financing  of  his  business.  In  these 
important  items  he  must  have  help  from  foreign  concerns  if  power 
plants  are  to  have  anything  like  rapid  groAvth  in  South  China.  As 
operators  of  power  plants  the  Chinese  do  wonderfully  well  under 
proper  foreign  supervision. 

At  the  i^resent  time  Kv\angtung  Province  has  power  plants  at 
Shakee,  Chanchun,  Shoklung,  Kongmoon,  Shuikwan,  Tungkoon, 
Sainam,  Taieung,  Shuihing,  Siulam,  Yungki,  Machen,  Kungyik, 
Pakhoi,  Fatshan,  and  Canton.  Most  of  the  plants  are  operated  by 
combustion  engines,  using  either  crude  oil  or  charcoal  producer  gas 
for  fuel.  Machinery  of  British,  German,  Swedish.  Chinese,  or 
American  make  is  in  use  at  the  various  plants.  Outside  of  Canton, 
Fatshan  has  the  largest  installation. 

Tlio  Canton  station  when  completed  will  be  tlie  only  strictly 
modern  power  plant  in  South  China  owned  and  controlled  by 
Chinese  capital.  The  future  of  this  concern  looks  very  bright.  The 
building  up  of  anj'^  great  power  load  will  depend  largely  upon  otlier 
industries  in  Canton.  The  rate  at  which  current  can  be  profitably 
sold  depends  upon  the  development  of  the  coal  fields  in  this  Province. 
With  the  development  of  these  coal  fields  numerous  industries  should 
be  establislied  in  Canton,  and  a  lower  price  per  unit  would  naturally 
mean  an  increased  business. 

Oil  Imports. 

The  year's  trade  in  kerosene,  as  well  as  in  other  imports,  was  much 
hampered  by  the  insecurity  from  robl^ery  and  piracy  of  cargoes  un- 
der transportation  to  the  interior.     On  account  of  a  Avorld  shortage 
1.34707°— 19— 52b 2 
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of  supplies  due  to  the  continued  blockade  of  oil  fields  tributary  to  the 
Black  Sea,  the  heavy  demands  from  the  remaining  fields  for  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  war,  continued  diversion  of  tank  steamers 
to  war  work,  and  hioh  freight  rates,  local  importers'  selling  prices 
were  comparatively  high  and  with  an  upward  tendency  throughout 
the  year.  Imports  from  the  United  States,  Borneo,  and  Sumatra 
continued  through  the  year  in  quantities  considerably  below  those 
considered  normal  before  the  war,  and  shipments  from  Jaj)an  ceased 
in  the  middle  of  the  year. 

The  imports  of  petroleum  lubricating  oil  into  Canton  for  the  year 
1918  exceed  the  imports  of  1917  by  91,000  gallons,  the  greater  de- 
mand being  due  to  the  installation  of  a  few  small  electric  light  plants, 
rice  mills,  the  substitution  of  internal  combustion  engines  for  steam 
engines  in  towing  launches  that  ply  the  delta,  and  the  use  of  a  cheap 
and  light-colored  lubricating  oil  in  the  manufacture  of  native  candles. 

Agricultural  Conditions  Affected  by  Weather  Conditions. 

There  is  no  accurate  statistical  data  from  which  a  summary  of  the 
agricultural  industries  of  the  Province  may  be  taken  and  the  produc- 
tion compared  with  that  of  other  years.  It  is  safe  to  assume,  how- 
ever, that  during  the  past  year  the  agriculture  of  the  Province  de- 
clined, which  was  unfortunate,  as  the  district  possesses  a  very  large 
unemployed  agricultural  population.  The  year  1918  was  an  excep- 
tional one  with  regard  to  weather  conditions.  The  spring  rains  were 
very  late,  causing  considerable  disarrangement  in  the  planting  of  the 
spring  crops,  with  the  result  that  much  of  the  rice  crop  had  to  be  re- 
planted, as  there  was  insufficient  water  to  develop  the  first  planting. 
More  than  half  the  total  rainfall  of  76.93  inches  fell  from  May  to 
August. 

Kwangtung  Province  is  not  a  rice  exporting  district,  and  in  a  good 
harvest  year  the  local  production  supplies  only  half  the  demand,  the 
remainder  being  obtained  from  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  the  Yangtze 
Valley.  Two  crops  are  raised  annually  in  this  district.  Owing  to 
disastrous  floods,  however,  the  total  3deld  was  less  than  half  that  of 
an  ordinary  year.  The  shortage  of  local  supplies  at  the  end  of  the 
year  brought  the  price  up  to  $7  to  $9  per  picul  (1  picul  equals  133^ 
pounds). 

The  summer  brought  on  its  usual  floods,  the  East  River  district 
suffering  the  most  severely.  The  fall  and  winter  were  marked  with 
unusually  heavy  rains,  Avhich  were  a  benefit  to  certain  fall  crops,  but 
harmfid  to  others.  If  the  farmers  had  had  sufficient  seed  of  certain 
winter  crops,  so  that  they  would  have  been  able  to  take  advantage  of 
this  weather,  a  large  part  of  the  present  food  shortage  nov\'  apparent 
throughout  the  Province  might  have  been  overcome.  Kwangtung 
possesses  a  winter  climate  almost  like  that  of  Florida,  and  it  is  a 
great  disadvantage  that  its  people  know  so  little  of  dry  farming  or 
modern  irrigation,  which  would  enable  them  to  utilize  much  of  the 
upland  areas,  now  largely  abandoned  during  the  winter  months. 
Throughout  the  year  the  district  suffered  ver}^  little  from  drought 
and  only  sections  of  it  from  floods.  One  severe  typhoon  visited  the 
district  in  August,  damaging  a  certain  amount  of  rice  and  sugar  cane. 
There  was  one  severe  frost,  but  not  sufficient  to  damage  many  of  the 
fruit  trees. 
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The  district  seems  to  liaA^e  maintained  its  usual  stability'  in  the 
production  of  its  own  needs  and,  Avith  the  exception  of  rice,  prices  of 
local  products  have  not  varied  a  great  deal  from  other  years.  There 
was  about  the  usual  production  of  field  crops  such  as  ginger, 
dasheens,  sweet  potatoes,  water  chestnuts,  sagitarria,  lotus  root,  pea- 
nuts, etc.  The  vegetable  crops  during  the  early  fall  months  were 
exceptionally  good,  owing  to  the  unusual  rainfall.  Fruit  production 
suffered  severely,  primarily  because  floods  have  destroj^ed  many  of 
the  orchards  in  the  lower  delta  region  and  no  new  orchards  are  being 
planted  on  higher  ground  on  account  of  lack  of  knowledge,  capital, 
and  initiative  in  undertnking  a  new  type  of  upland  orchard  planting. 

Production  of  Principal  Crops. 

The  silk  industry  reached  a  low  ebb  in  1918  owing  to  the  small 
foreign  demand  on  account  of  the  war.  Silk  in  the  near  future  should 
become  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the  Province  and  an 
organized  effort  is  now  being  made  by  foreign  firms  and  local  mer- 
chants to  improve  production  methods  which  they  realize  is  necessary 
before  Kwangtung  silk  can  compete  with  that  from  other  parts  of 
China  and  Japan 

Fiber  crops  maintained  their  usual  condition.  The  production  of 
oils,  especially  wood  oil,  has  been  somewhat  handicapped  because 
of  adulteration  before  it  is  exported.  If  the  production  of  these  oils 
was  standardized  and  definite  requirements  maintained  for  export 
there  is  no  reason  wh}^  these  industries  should  not  develop  to  a  very 
high  state  of  importance,  as  the  Province  is  specially  well  provided 
with  both  labor  and  natural  conditions  necessary  for  success.  The 
high  price  of  Japanese  coal  resulted  in  unusual  demands  for  firewood, 
Avith  the  result  that  larger  quantities  of  timber  than  usual  liave  been 
cut  during  1918,  thus  adding  to  the  already  too  evident  evil  caused  by 
insufficient  forest  areas.  The  production  of  bamboo  maintained  its 
usual  high  figure. 

The  cattle  industries  have  not  increased  during  the  year.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  the  production  of  pork  suffered  because  of  a 
cholera  epidemic.  Poultry  did  not  advance  much  in  price,  though 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  indication  of  its  doing  so 
owing  to  shortage  of  foods  for  egg  production. 

Although  the  price  of  rice  increased  the  cost  of  living  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  even  among  the  rural  classes,  there  has  been 
little  advance  in  the  price  of  labor  owing  to  the  large  number  of  un- 
occupied farms.  The  Province  can  hope  for  little  agricultural 
development  until  capital  finds  sufficient  protection  for  investment, 
at  which  time  the  district  should  be  in  a  position  to  greatly  increase 
the  agricultural  output  and  become  one  of  the  leading  Provinces  of 
China  in  the  production  of  food  and  fiber  crops. 

Local  Industries. 

The  protiuction  of  bristles  during  the  year  was  almost  "200,000 
pounds,  the  figure  being  about  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  3'ear, 
Shipments  of  bristles  have  fallen  off  somewhat  in  recent  j^ears.  The 
average  price  was  about  25  per  cent  higher  than  in  1917. 

The  trade  in  human  hair  experienced  a  sharp  decline  during  the 
year.     The  total  production  was  about  650,000  i^ounds,  valued  at 
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$280,000,    In  the  export  trade  of  this  commodity  1913  was  by  far  the 
best  year, 

LiquixS  vegetable  indigo  is  chiefly  produced  in  the  Paklau  district 
and  the  present  annual  production  is  estimated  to  be  about  9,000,000 
pounds.  None  of  the  product  is  shipped  from  the  Canton  district. 
The  shortage  of  dyestutfs,  due  to  the  Euroj^ean  war,  has  given  a  de- 
cided impetus  to  the  production. 

A  fino  grade  of  grass  cloth  is  manufactured  in  this  district.  The 
trade  has  declined  considerably  during  the  past  three  years  as  a  re- 
sult of  conditions.  The  annual  production  in  a  good  year  approxi- 
mates $500,000,  of  which  about  one-fifth  is  shipped  abroad. 

The  production  of  cassia  was  also  very  much  affected  by  the 
small  demand  from  foreign  countries.  Most  of  the  production  is 
shipped  abroad.  In  a  good  year  the  production  amounts  to  about 
3,000,000  pounds.  Lower  prices  prevailed  during  the  year  because  of 
the  small  demand. 
Firecrackers — Knitted  Goods  and  Cloth. 

Owing  to  the  price  of  saltpeter,  paper,  and  dyestuffs,  the  prices  of 
firecrackers  rose  to  a  high  figure.  Shipments  abroad  were  less  than 
one-half  those  of  a  nornuil  year.  The  local  trade  also  fell  off  to  a 
large  extent.  Firecrackers  are  manufactured  in  the  interior  districts 
and  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  total  annual  production,  which  runs 
into  very  large  figures.  In  an  average  year  shipments  aggregate 
nearly  4,500  tons.  The  wages  paid  workers  in  this  industry  range 
from  30  to  40  cents,  Mexican,  per  day  with  free  board  and  lodging. 

Great  quantities  of  machine-knitted  cotton  socks  and  underwear 
are  manufactured  locally.  The  work  is  the  product  of  hand  ma- 
chines purchased  for  about  $100,  Mexican,  formerly  imported  from 
Germany  but  now  from  Japan.  Operators  of  these  machines  make 
from  $li2  to  $15,  Mexican,  monthly.  No  estimate  can  be  given  as  to 
the  annual  production,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  much  of  the 
65,000  tons  of  foreign  cotton  j'arn  imported  is  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  such  goods. 

There  are  upward  of  300  cloth-weaving  factories  in  the  vicinity 
of  Canton  employing  about  20,000  hands.  The  cloth  is  produced 
from  Avooden  hand  machines  made  locally,  and  the  cotton  yarn  used 
is  imi^orted  chiefly  from  Japan.  The  yarn  purchased  during  the 
year  for  use  in  connection  with  this  industry  amounted  to  nearly 
$1,100,000.  The  value  of  the  cloth  manufactured  reached  $1,800,000, 
of  which  most  was  sold  locally,  a  small  proportion  being  shipped 
to  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  demand  for  this  cloth  is  steaclily 
increasing. 

Majority  of  Industries  Show  Decline. 

During  the  ye&v  the  silverware  industry  was  dull.  Canton-made 
silverware  is  known  all  over  the  Far  East  and  in  a  good  year  the 
production  approximates  $700,000.  The  production  in  1918  was 
somewhat  less,  but  the  trade  was  fair.  There  are  about  1,000  em- 
ployees in  the  industry,  highly  skilled  workmen  receiving  as  high 
as  $50,  Mexican,  monthly-  and  ordinary  wages  ranging  from  30  to  50 
cents,  Mexican,  per  day. 

The  production  of  tea  continues  in  a  state  of  decline.  The  product 
comes  from  the  Hock  Shan,  Ching  Yuen,  and  Ho  Yuen  districts, 
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the  total  yield  being  but  50  per  cent  of  that  of  -25  years  ago.  The 
demand  in  foreign  countries  for  the  local  tea  has  gradually  decreased 
year  by  year.  The  high  cost  of  production  with  attendant  high 
prices  in  recent  years  have  caused  half  the  tea  dealers  to  suspend 
business.  There  are  at  present  about  50  firms  engaged  in  this  trade. 
The  estimated  value  of  the  production  in  1918  was  about  $2,300,000, 
about  one-third  of  which  was  shipped  abroad. 

Glass  manufacturing  has  received  practically  no  encouragement 
in  recent  j-ears.  Three  factories  with  modern  equipment  failed 
to  pay  and  suspended  operations.  Several  hundred  small  factories 
are  engaged  in  melting  old  broken  glass  for  the  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing bottles,  bangles,  and  other  glass  knicknacks.  These  fac- 
tories produce  goods  worth  approximately  $1G0,000. 

The  cement  factory  in  Canton  is  Government  owned.  That  this 
industry  was  once  a  very  large  one  is  evident  from  the  export  figure 
of  13,300  tons  in  1913.  When  the  factory  is  in  full  operation  the 
output  is  about  300  barrels  daily.  The  qualitj'^  is  somewhat  inferior 
to  the  imported  grades,  but  the  price  is  also  cheaper.  The  limestone 
used  is  obtained  from  the  Fayuen  and  Ching  Yuen  districts.  Large 
quantities  of  the  cement  are  now  used  in  local  building  construction, 
and  although  the  export  shipments  are  much  smaller  the  demand  in 
Canton  and  vicinity  keeps  the  industr}'  on  a  paying  basis. 

Poor  Trade  Conditions  Cause  Decreased  Production. 

Owing  to  political  disturbances,  the  manufacture  of  jade  stone- 
ware has  suffered  a  heavy  decline,  and  shipments  abroad  have  been 
less  than  half  the  normal.  The  production  in  1918  was  valued  at 
about  $820,000.  The  best  stone  is  imported  from  Burma.  More  than 
10,000  cutters  are  employed  in  a  normal  year,  but  this  number  has 
declined  one-half  at  present.  The  average  wage  paid  to  cutters  is 
$12,  Mexican,  per  month,  board  included. 

Glue  is  made  in  the  Canton  district  by  boiling  waste  buffalo  and 
cow  hides,  hoofs,  etc.,  and  is  only  produced  during  the  v\inter  months. 
All  of  it  is  made  in  the  interior,  the  annual  output  being  in  excess  of 
$200,000.  Most  of  the  product  is  shipped  to  near-by  ports  to  be  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  Chinese  ink.  Prices  were  somewhat  higher 
during  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  decreased  production. 

There  are  about  20  large  ivory-Avorking  shops  in  Canton,  employing 
close  to  700  men  in  the  cutting  and  carving  process.  The  Avages  paid  to 
first-class  workmen  range  fi"om  $1.50  to  $2,  Mexican,  per  day.  The 
ivory  stock  is  imported  from  Cochin  China,  Bangkok,  and  other 
places.  Abundant  stocks  kept  the  prices  to  a  normal  level.  The 
estimated  value  of  the  goods  supplied  annually  to  meet  the  foreign 
demand  is  in  excess  of  $350,000,  but  poor  trade  conditions  were 
responsible  for  only  a  50  per  cent  trade  during  191S.  Local  con- 
su]nption  of  the  finished  product  amounts  to  about  $100,000  amuially. 

There  are  four  large  establishments  at  Canton  engaged  in  the 
canning  of  native  fruits  and  meats.  The  high  cost  of  tinplate  had  a 
serious  effect  on  the  industry,  and  the  consequent  high  prices  pre- 
vailing caused  a  heavy  decline  in  the  demand.  Fruits  and  meats  of 
many  varieties  are  canned,  as  are  also  several  kinds  of  preserves. 
Canned  goods  in  best  demand  Avere  rice  birds,  dace  fish,  lungngans, 
bamboo  shoots,  ginger,  lily  seeds,  lichees,  Avater  chestnuts,  and  pine- 
apples.    The  output  during  the  year  Avas  valued  at  about  $200,000. 
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About  200  are  permanently  employed  in  the  industry,  the  wages  paid 
averaginfi:  $12,  Mexican,  per  month,  board  included. 
Production  of  Paper  and  Matches. 

The  annual  production  of  blackwood  ware  is  valued  at  about 
$800,000,  and  two-thirds  of  the  output  is  purchased  locally.  The 
wood  is  imported  from  Siam.  Formerly  a  fairly  good  trade  was  had 
with  Europe  and  the  United  States,  but  shipments  abroad  have  de- 
clined more  than  50  per  cent  The  use  of  blackwood  ware  among  the 
native  population  is  increasing  steadily  owing  to  durability  and  im- 
proved workmanship.  There  ai'e  3,000  workers  employed  in  the 
industry,  the  wage  paid  ranging  from  $10  to  $12,  Mexican,  per  month, 
with  board. 

Two  factories  in  this  district  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper  along  fairly  modern  lines.  The  materials  used  are  rags  and 
waste  paper,  and  the  product  is  a  very  ordinary  grade,  used  chiefly 
for  newspaper  and  wrapping  purposes.  The  output  during  1918 
was  valued  at  about  $430,000.  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  coal,  both 
factories  made  very  little  profit.  A  fairly  good  handmade  paper 
is  produced  in  the  North  and  East  River  districts.  The  unsettled 
conditions  curtailed  the  production  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
handmade  paper  is  made  from  bamboo  pulp  and  lime. 

There  were  five  match  factories  in  operation  in  Canton  during  the 
year,  one  of  which  suspended  operation.  The  estimated  total  pro- 
duction was  38,000  cases,  an  advance  over  the  output  of  the  previous 
year.  Prices  have  doubled  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  pres- 
ent average  wholesale  price  for  locally  made  matches  is  $30  per  case 
of  7,200  boxes.  The  matches  are  put  up  in  the  usual  small-size  boxes. 
About  6,000  persons  are  employed,  4,000  of  whom  are  women,  the 
wages  paid  ranging  from  20  to  40  cents  per  day,  without  food. 
Most  of  the  material  is  imported  from  Japan. 

Foreign  Piece-Goods  Trade  Shows  Decline. 

Certain  grades  of  cotton  goods  manufactured  in  Shanghai  find  a 
fair  trade  in  the  local  market.  Imports  of  such  goods  during  the 
year  consisted  chiefly  of  the  following:  Shirtings,  7,840  pieces, 
valued  at  $47,046;  sheetings,  5,660  pieces,  valued  at  $48,612;  nan- 
keens, 437,000  pounds,  $239,371 ;  nankeens  dyed  in  the  piece,  3.300,000 
pounds,  $1,728,806;  native  fancy  cloth,  l7',850  pieces,  $22,430;  and 
cotton  goods,  4,200,000  pounds,*  valued  at  $1,962,509'.  Imports  of 
Shanghai-manufactured  cotton  yarn,  which  began  in  1914,  have  now 
grown  to   large   proportions. 

Although  increases  occurred  in  a  few  items,  the  foreign  piece- 
goods  trade  in  general  showed  a  decline.  Some  8,750  pieces  of  the 
11-pound  and  over  grade  of  plain  gra}^  shirtings  and  sheetings  were 
imported  from  England  and  Japan  during  the  year,  and  it  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  this  initial  large  importation  will  result  in  an 
appreciable  demand.  Marked  increases  were  also  noted  in  imports 
of  cotton  Italians,  sateens,  poplins,  brocades,  and  shirtings.  Japan- 
ese competition  in  the  lighter  and  more  salable  grades  of  shirtings 
and  sheetings  was  negligible.  The  British  manufacturers  continued 
to  supply  the  greater  part  of  the  demand  in  all  of  the  principal 
grades  of  cotton  piece  goods,  the  Japanese  imports  in  most  lines 
ranking  a  poor  second.  The  American  article  was  more  than  ever 
conspicuous  by  it?  absence. 
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Japanese  Trade  Prospers. 

By  steady  and  persistent  endeavor  the  Japanese  importer  has 
obtained  what  promises  to  be  a  permanent  foothold  in  the  piece-goods 
trade,  the  result  of  his  efforts  being  especially  marked  in  shirtings, 
sheetings,  T  cloths,  flannelettes,  cotton  blankets,  handkerchiefs, 
towels,  cotton  yarn,  etc.  It  is  only  fair  to  pay  tribute  to  the  remark- 
able efforts,  which  i^roved  more  or  less  successful,  of  the  British 
piece-goods  manufacturers  in  maintaining  a  foothold  in  the  China 
market,  sorely  handicapped  as  they  were  by  the  war  conditions  at 
home  and  the  presence  of  an  aggressive  competitor  on  the  spot  in  a 
position  to  obtain  stocks  from  weaving  mills  in  Japan  which  were 
little  affected  hy  the  war.  The  trade  in  woolen  and  miscellaneous 
piece  goods  was  fairly  well  maintained,  imports  of  berlin  wool  hav- 
ing nearly  doubled. 

Imports  of  metals  were  fairly  satisfactory,  and  a  moderately 
good  trade  existed  in  spite  of  the  shipping  and  other  difficulties.  In 
sundries  the  dealers,  generally  speaking,  had  to  be  content  with  the 
small  supplies  which  reached  them  from  time  to  time.  One  can 
safely  assume  that  any  special  benefits  derived  during  the  year  in 
the  sundries  trade  were  shared  almost  exclusively  by  the  Japanese 
manufacturers.  Keen  Japanese  competition,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent American  manufacturers  from  having  a  good  trade  in  numerous 
lines,  such  as  bedspreads,  belting,  canned  goods,  clocks  and  watches, 
dyes,  electrical  materials,  hardware,  sewing  machines,  lubricating 
oil,  kerosene,  and  household  stores. 

Imports  of  Principal  Articles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  imported  into  the  Canton  consular  district  during  1917  and 
1918: 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


A  venturine pounds . . 

A wabi  in  l>ulk do 

Basis,  hand pieces. . 

Bamboo  shoots pounds. . 

Beans do 

Bcadsteads: 

Brass pieces.  . 

Iron do 

Beeswax,  yellow pounds. . 

Belting  macliine 

Bentwood  chairs,  Vienna do?en.. 

Benzine frallons. . 

Beche  dc  mer pounds. . 

Biscuits 

Books,  fo.''ciini 

Borax,  crude poii nds . . 

Bottles,  empty 

Bottlinc;  materials 

Boxes,  fancy gross. . 

Brass  ware ." pounds. . 

Brushes 

Building  materials 

Butter pounds. . 

Buttons aros.";. . 

Calendars 

Candles pounds. . 

Canned  goods: 

Cream,  evaporated dozen . . 

Fruits 

Jams  and  jeilics 

Meats 


.50,S00 

157,  eoo 

4, 2.'38 
167, 200 
,  937, 3.33 

9 
1,023 
24, 533 


103 

7, 738 

17:.,  333 


10,911 
8,  SOO 


2o,  467 
89, 343 


4,667 


Value. 


§22, 16.5 

62, 947 

4,668 

12,698 

39,794 

G26 

16, 89S 

7, 937 

]8,  730 

4,  22'. 

2,842 

.34,119 

12,  ."69 

9, 204 

8,  .'■'24 

41,5.00 

r,,  070 

9,46.5 

3, 068 

.5. 182 

24, 776 

10,623 

27,  r.OG 

2,678 

.519 

23,9.5,5 

1.0.59 

1,1)9 

578 


1918 


Quantity. 


37,333 
17,5,600 
3,6.58 
163,733 
980,667 

1-5 

697 

30, 067 


60 

3, 0.50 

101,067 


92. 133 


2, 791 
12,267 


27,200 
53,025 


14,267 
3,829 


Value. 


$18,601 

109, 644 

7, 642 

12,8.56 

23. 806 

1,29S 
14,528 
12,339 
39,876 
1 .  SOS 
1.267 
25,283 
12,423 
12,368 
10,,S98 
29,048 
15, 770 
6,5.50 
5,004 
5,016 
15,464 
14,429 
19,404 
7,972 
1,786 

9, 045 
2,9.54 
1,718 
3,742 
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Articles. 


Canned  goods — Continued. 

Milk,  condensed dozen. . 

Oats,  rolled do 

Vcgetalilos 

Caps  and  hats; 

Felt iiieces. . 

Foreign do 

Straw do 

Carbon,  black pounds. . 

Carborandum  grains do — 

Cards,  playing 

Celluloid  articles 

Cement tons. . 

Cereals: 

Barley,  pearl pounds. . 

Rice  and  ]iadd v do 

Sago ." do. . . . 

Chemical  products 

China  root pounds. . 

Chinaware,  coarse do 

Chocolate,  sweetened do 

Cigarettes: 

First  quality thousands. . 

Second  quality do 

Cigars do 

Cinnamon pounds. . 

Clocks nieces. . 

Clothing 

Cloves pounds. . 

Coal: 

-Vusiialian tons. . 

English do. . . . 

Hongay do 

Japanese do 

Collars  and  cutis 

Cnmlortcrs 

Compoy pounds. . 

Confectionery 

Corks - gross. . 

Cornelian  stone,  inugh pieces.. 

Cotton: 

Flull pounds.. 

Raw do 

Cotton  goods: 

Blankets pie  :'os. . 

Chintzes,  prints,  and  shirlings do 

Crimp  cloth do 

Crimos  anl  crcpons yards.. 

Drills- 
American  pieces. . 

English do 

Japanese do 

Duplex  prints do 

Dyed— 

Alpacianos do 

Beatrice  twills — 

Plain  colored do 

Fast  black do 

Brocades do 

Cambrics,  la\nis,  and  muslins do 

Crepe do 

Damasks do 

Drills do. . . . 

Italians,  plain — 

Colored do 

Fast  black do 

Lenos  and  balzarines do 

Merinos do 

I'oplin.s — 

Plain  colored do 

Figured do 

Reps  and  ribs,  figured do 

Sateens do 

Shirtings — 

Hongkong  dyed do 

Schreiner  finished do 

Turkey  red do 

Shirtings  and  sheetings,  plain do 

Venetians,  plain,  black do 

Flannelettes,  plain,  dyed  or  printed — 

English do 

Japanese do 


Quantity. 


52.443 
8,  fiOO 


67,213 
72, 0S5 
19,322 
22,r)67 
62, 000 


:5,H4 

179, 407 

16,34-.,  000 

12S,  SOO 


1,52,400 

1,220,  .533 

2,3«6 

17.720 

35S, 142 

2,116 

39, 867 

38, 948 


42,9:33 

200 

250 

20,361 

61,001 


36, 000 


895 
405,360 

81,067 
27, 867 

42,247 
35,623 
10,626 
48, 729 


6,723 

.505 

3;j,218 

595 

2,470 
2,8.53 
11,829 
5,001 
1 
5,033 
5,689 

3,404 

32,353 

.570 

644 

431 

130 

7t)7 

4,. 579 

038 
9, 720 
0,360 
12,127 
5,205 

14,306 
10,984 


Value. 


9129,135 

21,184 

7,115 

26,1.50 

1 7, 497 

10,408 

6,084 

9,613 

32,392 

3,275 

.■7, 562 

19,962 
369, 395 
.5,188 
3.852 
22,375 
70,479 
1 ,  881 

143,, -31 
1,083,022 
-U,135 
29. 993 
49,321 
27,285 
7,430 

3,4.50 

7,12s 

263,879 

856, 454 

267 

706 

13,000 

12.417 

860 

10, 069 

6,484 
r.,614 

39,711 

146,581 

1,752 

8,284 


39,959 
2,031 
4,404 

3,428 

15,205 
19,829 
80, 481 
16,203 
3 
32,614 
36,257 

29,669 

281,975 

1,988 

4,729 

3,732 

l,29o 

5,574 

26,250 

4,184 
64,390 
21,218 
75,438 
75,495 

90,717 
51,383 


1918 


Quantity. 


56, 427 
4,599 


101,982 

34, 135 

32,1.32 

25, 867 

.^73 


5, 802 

121,. 333 

6,982,400 

192,400 


118,267 

1,2:38,  .533 

3, 722 

26, 923 

395,  .514 

2, 403 

35,200 

24, 056 


200 


250 
6,841 
18, 503 


18,  .'33 


9, 480 
393,865 

845, 067 

:jii,eoo 

32,887 
27, 743 
17,095 
57,986 

14 

6,197 

697 

45, 142 

1,409 

1,999 
1,918 
13,444 

3,982 

625 

2,520 

4,845 

535 

35,912 

441 

681 

l,3:i9 

4,824 

629 


496 

15,877 

4,607 

903 

1,131 

8,647 
4,878 


Value. 


5161,561 

17,123 

6,828 

37,360 
8,730 

14,392 
8, 538 

12,272 

27,. 531 

5, 309 

11',  399 

17,4.55 
196,171 

8, 696 
5,717 
22,327 
72,139 
2, 095 

250,  .530 
1.463,445 
55,411 
30,144 
36, 401 
21,491 
4,960 


7,874 
107,876 
333,663 
2,849 
.5,641 
9,217 
11,189 
6,731 
10,337 

85, 787 
71,649 

35,743 

138,708 
3,0.55 
10,344 

85 

41,968 

4,208 

7,378 

8,545 

14,976 
14,232 
107,459 
22,375 
4,377 
17,436 
39,348 

5,635 

378,302 

1,894 

6,335 

14,699 

52,543 

4,952 

37,542 

2,. 561 
73,680 
17,646 

7,465 
21,763 

60,5,54 
27, 177 
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Articles. 


1917 


Quantity.  Value. 


1918 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Cotton  Goods— Continued. 
Flannelettes,  yarn  dyed- 
English  pieces. . 

Japanese do — 

Handkerchiefs dozen. . 

Jeans— 

Ent^lish picees. . 

Japanese do — 

Lawns,  white do 

Lenosand  balzarines,  white do  — 

Muslins,  white do  — 

Sateens,  reps,  etc do — 

Sheetin£;s,  gray,  plain — 

English do 

Japanese do 

Shirtings- 
Gray— 

English do 

Japanese do 

White- 
Plain do — 

Figured,     brocaded,     striped,     and 

spotted pieces.. 

Figured,  mercerized do 

Spanish  stripes do 

T  cloth- 
English do 

Japanese do 

Thread- 
Balls pounds. 

Spools gross . 

Towels  dozen . 

Umbrella  cloth yards. 

Velvets  and  velveteens ".  do . . . 

Yarn- 
Indian pounds. 

Japanese do. . . 

Other do. . . 

Yarn-dyed  cottons yards. 

Covers,  bed  and  table pieces. 

Crucibles 

Cuttlefish pounds 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Aniline 

Bronze  powder poimds. 

Ciimabar do. . . 

Cunao,  or  fals?  gambler do. , . 

Green,  emerald do. ., 

Lead — 

Red do... 

White do.. . 

Refrsc do. . . 

Ultramarine do . . . 

Vermilion do... 

Vermilion  imitation do... 

Disinfectants 

Eggs,  fresh number. 

Electric  materials:    ' 

Fans  and  accessories 

Other 

Emery  cloth  and  sandpaper reams. 

Enameled  ware: 

Basins dozen . 

Bowels,  CUDS,  and  mugs do 

Other ". 

Face  cream  and  powder 

Files dozen . 

Fire-extinguishing  apparatus 

Fish: 

Dried pounds. 

Fresh ! . .  do . . . 

Maws do 

Salt do... 

Other do 

Flour,  wheat do 

Furniture  and  cabinet  making  materials , 

Garter  webbing,  elastic 

Garters 

Gasoline gallons. . 

Ginseng: 

American pounds . . 

Japan do 


24,540 
51,395 
110,137 

3,596 


1,008 

37,3.54 

4,680 

991 


63, 570 


195,651 

5,262 
7,229 
4,668 

40,941 
3,600 


33, 332 
314,  .515 
73,611 
51,275 

7,731,066 

4,559,866 

214,  .533 

l,092,fi8S 

41,265 


2,955,600 


45,200 

82,400 

2.3^3,800 

7,467 

26,  .533 
77,333 
361,733 

7,067 

2,267 

43.333 


8, 703 
19,979 


196,676 
188,334 
51,812 

23,952 


3,110 

112,959 

18,761 

6,138 


392 


212,355 


1,092,436 

31,426. 
59,280 
41,415 

129,415 
14, 308 


76, 534 
158, 477 
19,377 
26,028 

2,330,764 

1,372,621 

118,698 

217,315 

28,347 

7,805 

356,473 

50,381 
26,084 

112,484 
SO,  676 
9,077 

3, 0,S2 
11,070 
13, 150 
3,980 
4,249 
24, 808 
936 
13, 108 

30,326 
185, 901 


30,426 
48,505 
17, 672 


],  878,267 

142, 800 

3, 867 

25,  .540, 067 

919,733 

7,0.50,667 


431 
,669 


4, 6.56 
340 

139,966 

11,. 564 

2,522 

999, 227 

41,974 

230,944 

19,280 

8,830 

15,213 

9,696 

1,868 
10, 870 


9,309 
38,183 

88,806 

4,677 

45 

3,  .5.53 

26,843 

4,335 

479 

1,080 
7,670 


64,4.52 
9,016 

136,088 

4,616 
8,966 
2,418 

33, 489 
9,743 

118,666 
41, 863 

240,050 
91, 302 
58,697 

5,341,066 

4,01.5,600 

161,333 

686;  1.50 

28, 858 


1,504,800 


29, 867 

141,600 

309, 067 

8,000 

13,333 
.50.000 
3.50;  267 
13,, 533 
3;  067 
43,333 


12,809 
15,2.51 


1,081,600 

1.52.933 

5, 733 

22,581,333 

882,000 

2,380,667 


32,321 

890 
6,801 


$52,859 
180, 153 
38,839 

45,351 
223 
9,014 
103,430 
26,670 
3,457 

7,563 
48,222 


338,628 
57,830 

1,124,979 

35,079 
101,246 
23,077 

133,836 
31,542 

97, 615 
121,832 
157, 199 
26,687 
30, 804 

2,070,705 
1,648,6-13 
90.999 
I60;  601 
31, 189 
12,993 
297,694 

135.112 
15,693 

270,003 
17,971 
9,:511 

2,126 
7,152 
14,240 
6,474 
6,108 
22,943 
10, 226 
13,030 

51, 863 

205, 824 

8,630 

50,386 
45, 917 
17,001 
7,698 
5,277 
4,413 

116, 135 
16,414 
,5,403 

889,008 
50,141 
87,626 
16, 125 
19, 189 
19, 256 
19,742 

3,654 
9,131 
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Articles- 


1917 


Quantity. 


Ginseng-Continued. 

Korean pounas. 

Chinese °"-  -  - 

Wild ^''■■• 

Glass: 

Beads 

^'■^liTvered square  feet. 

rnsilvored ^O-  ■  ■ 

Window—  ,„ 

Colored .do 

Common Doxes. 


1,313 

41,112 

144 


27,299 
44, 622 


492 
10, 734 


Glassware ".'.dozen-- 

Hi:iI"-:-.v.-.-.v.-.v.-.-.v.-.v.v.:.v.-.v.v.v....pounds.. 

Graphophoncs  and  accessories 

""'T^^: p^'-f- 

In  shell ^°-- 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Haudressmg  requisites 

Hardware 

Hose,  canvas  and  leather ---■-■  - 

Hosiery *^°^™  • 

India-rubber  goods 

Instruments,  medical rounds" 

Ironware P   hTT  " 

Jade  stone ""•   ■ 

Jewels  and  jewelry 

Lacqucrware 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware: 

Lamps 

Shades 

Wicks 

Other 

^^'Sed pounds, 

i?;"f°" :;;;;;dozen; 

Sole.  ..■.■.■.■.■.■.■.".".■-■.■ PO-^^ds 

Lily  llowers,  dried ^o-- 

Lime,  chloride  of ^°- 

Liquid  fuel ^°^^ 

Locks  and  padlocks 

Looking  glasses  and  mirrors ■  - 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli pounQs 

Machines,  sewing,  and  parts  of 

Match-making  materials: 

Chlorate  of  potash poimds.. 

Phosphorus - ^^ 

Wood  shavings "°:;-- 

Matches,  Japanese ",;nfnds' 

Meats,  hams  and  bacon pounas. . 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Brass —  , 

Bars  and  rods 'Jo 

Sheets  and  plates do — 

Who ^o---- 

Old do.... 

Copper- 
Ingots  and 

Wire 

Iron  and  steel— 

Angles do 

Bars—  , 

Corrugated ao 

Other 59 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  washers 

Cobbles  and  wire  shorts 

Hoops 

Joists 

Nail  rod 

Nails,  wire ^°-  •  ■ 

Pines  and  tubes-  , 

Cast do... 

Other do... 

Plate  cuttings do... 

Rods do... 

Scrap do... 

Screws.. qo.  .. 

Sheets—  , 

Corrugated 5° ' ' ' 

Plain do... 


39, 531 

28,267 


10, 736, 133 
1,683,600 


slabs. 


.do., 
.do.. 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


35,019 


82,000 
523,067 


11,600 


11,841 
168, 267 
473,200 
492,000 
4,993 


1,736,300 


208,000 

14,667 

1,192,667 

539, 190 
23, 733 


8,533 

372,933 

15, 866 

202,800 

4,933 
7,533 

54,133 

1,582,933 

1,317,837 

38,800 

943,333 

76, 067 


Value. 


318,000 
1,782.100 

is:i,0o7 

70, 533 
408,000 
218,667 
303,9:53 

11,333 

IS,  533 
48,000 


Quantity. 


SS3.996 
.57',  839 
18,416 

5,041 

22,407 
28, 392 

13,050 
89,612 
19, 881 
25,015 
5, 658 
13,098 

413,684 
50, 856 
2,482 
9,845 
37,015 
11,868 
17,634 
16,015 

""S,'828' 

207, 723 

139 

6,703 

18,158 
6,497 
9,128 
9,831 

36, 419 
1,601 

18,991 
117, 729 

45,341 

31,362 
109, 935 

10.818 

9,042 

175,936 

41,229 

94,005 
17,621 
31,879 
267,637 
5,984 


2,787 

129,912 

5,497 

27,958 

1,968 
3, 346 

2, 640 

91,802 
78,246 

3,465 
34, 4S8 

4,223 


10.922 
105, 827 

18,360 
4,823 
19,270 
12,985 
8,181 
3,859 

2,182 
5,656 


1,624 

21.453 

40 


19,258 
71,441 


404 
8,809 


Value. 


42, 970 

83, 867 


48,923,733 
1,681,867 


31,739 


51,333 
493, 333 


13,867 


3,306 

205,867 

488, 567 

638,800 

5, 826 


1,710,933 


296, 400 

17,733 

2,348,933 

337,351 

40,933 


32,933 
442,266 
•  56, 533 
106, 400 

238, 533 
28, 666 

41,200 

276.933 

1,710,933 

51,333 

699. 467 

85,200 

.54,800 

77,667 

1.285,200 

201,857 
59,200 
250, 133 
303.733 
373.333 
25,600 

2,133 
104,267 


S104, 142 

39,368 

5,876 

12,349 

18,219 
50, 349 

15,635 
88,488 
20,261 
28, 123 
18,180 
16, 815 

1,805,063 
64, 509 

9,356 
15, 349 
43,265 
12,715 
17,765 

5,453 
11,137 

6,961 

275, 803 

11,176 

9,184 

13, 430 
9,832 
6,600 

27,327 

30,451 

3,115 

6,  .547 

171,283 

62,642 

41,908 

140, 426 

11,431 

9,662 

214,312 

36,598 

101,815 
23, 439 
66, 625 

182,556 
11,264 


11,984 

161,939 

22,775 

17, 175 

102,445 
13,338 

3,071 

17,328 

1:34, 413 

5,753 

36, 303 
5, 793 
4.339 
5,466 

99, 812 

21,694 
3,550 
17, 770 
25. 818 
12',  460 
11,827 

483 
23,631 
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Articles. 


1917 


Quantity.  Value 


1918 


Quantity. 


Value. 


.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 
.do. 


pounds. 

do... 

do... 

.thousands. 


.pounds, 
.gallons. 


.do., 
.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 


.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 


Metals  and  minerals— Continued. 
Iron  and  steel— Continued. 

Sheets  and  plates poimds . 

Tubes,  welded do . . . 

Wire- 
Galvanized  

Other 

Lead- 
Pigs  and  bars 

Old 

Quicksilver 

Steel- 
Bamboo 

Bars 

Tubes 

Tin,  in  slabs 

Tinned  plates — 

Decorated 

Plain 

White-metal  wire 

Wire  netting  and  gauze 

Zinc,  spelter 

Molasses 

Mushrooms 

Mussels ,  dried 

Needles 

Oil: 

Coconut 

Engine,  mineral 

Kerosene- 
American 

Borneo 

Sumatra 

Linseed 

Paper: 

Colored 

Cardboard 

PackiiiR 

Printing- 
Calendered  and  sized. . . 
Uncalendered  and  sized. 

Tissue 

Wall 

Writing pounds . 

Other 

Pearls ,  imitation 

Perfumery 

Personal  elTects 

Photographic  materials 

Piece  goods: 

Miscellaneous- 
Canvas  

Cotton  duck 

Hessian  cloth 

Silk- 
Plain  pounds. 

Artificial yards. 

Porcelain  ware 

Preserves pounds. 

Printing  materials 

Rattan  core pounds. 

Rattans,  whole do.. . 

Razors 

Roofing  materials 

Rope: 

Hemp pounds . 

Manila do . . . 

Rugs  and  druegets 

Safes 

Saltpeter 

Sandalwood 

Sandalwood  cuttings 

Shellac 

Shirts 

Shoemaking  materials 

Shoes  and  boots: 

Canvas 

India  rubber 

Leather 

Silk  and  cotton , 

Shooks  for  making  casks 

Sieves,  brass  wire sets. . 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


.yards. 
..do... 
..do... 


.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
...dozen. 


.pairs. 

.do... 
..do... 

.do... 


178, 533 
25,733 

815, 333 
214, 000 

2,802,1.33 

190,000 

533 

102, 133 
51,467 
4,133 
10,933 

3,067 

4,031.467 

2,607 


6,888,400 

440, 133 

957, 467 

86,432 

2S,  933 
220,207 

S,  069, 032 

1.376,595 

2, 952, 137 

2,701 

29, 333 
458, 000 
119, 733 

4S4. 133 

6, 061,  ,333 

120, 267 


67, 467 


11, 179 

451,  220 

29,  GU 

54,400 
25, 133 


74, 267 


1,489,333 
5, 580, 933 


20,800 
26, 267 


169, 333 

201,333 

284, 267 

8,267 

568 


1,887 

1,997 

6,733 

16, 171 


41, 920 


$9, 715 
3,075 

68, 226 
23,979 

313, 221 
9,062 
1,055 

15,158 

7,639 

585 

5,360 

594 

500,609 

2,650 

3,169 

4,969 

73, 794 

1.59, 256 

84, 777 

76, 829 

2,655 
64, 212 

2, 100, 962 

242, 336 

763, 142 

4,233 

3,441 
12,421 
12,001 

46,934 
426, 498 

12,052 
326 

14,908 

128, 427 

9,431 

32, 256 
225, 343 

27, 116 


2,998 

174, 938 

5,756 

1,753 
14, 833 
25,919 

12, 825 
21, 762 

48,  r>15 

2.51,800 

2,536 

1,972 

2, 313 

4,78-1 

826 

1,447 

19,3.54 

22, 836 

10,600 

4, 218 

2, 915 

48,841 

1,027 
1,359 
11, 896 
10,017 
40, 972 
11,312 


308, 667 
56, 400 

453, 807 
124,  400 

3,101,000 

270, 267 

1,0(>7 

5.5, 733 

141,200 

32. 933 

9,333 

10,800 

4,143,600 

4,490 


4,916,657 
4r56, 533 
985, 733 
139, 624 

78,800 
312, 150 

5,506,494 

1,472,777 

2, 198, 289 

2,900 

41,867 
426, 133 
233, 867 

39, 600 

4, 313, 600 

16, 133 


61, 066 


16, 1.39 

483, 936 

18, 957 

204, 400 
27, 949 


68, 133 


426, 933 
4, 294, 667 


11, 633 
21, 733 


260, 533 

131,7.33 

342, 267 

9,  733 

965 


2, 335 

1,230 

4, 676 

21,602 


25,514 


$22, 4.53 
7, 515 

68, 796 
16,922 

359, 105 
13, 834 
2,201 

11,858 
29,607 
6,608 
8, 398 

3, 157 

873, 499 

5,217 

4,246 

8,900 

59,408 

2.34, 165 

105,837 

168, 238 

9,524 
101, 664 

1, 562, 530 

389, 107 

643, 907 

0,596 

6,774 
15,435 
24,666 

5,006 

498, 287 

1,883 

3,468 

15,491 

93,923 

4,122 

29,635 

262,408 

34, 675 


4,538 

191, 291 

3,878 

13, 939 
14,823 
28, 989 
12,202 
47, 212 
19, 710 
266,  291 
3,697 
5,977 

1,914 
4,939 
2,  943 
3,697 
41,191 
17, 474 
14, 127 
7,196 
3,812 
02, 914 

2,098 

1,396 

11,595 

15, 077 

50,812 

8,172 
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Articles. 


Soap 


Singlets  and  drawers dozen . 

Bar pounds. 

Toilet  and  fancy dozen. 

Socks ^°--- 

Soda:  ■, 

Ash pcunds. 

do... 


1917 


Bicarbonate . 
Caustic . 
Crystal - 


.do. 
-do- 


Stationery,  unclassed. 
Stores: 

Engineers 

Housetiold 

Marine 

Stoves  and  grates 

Sugar: 

Brown ■ 

White 

Retined 

Candy 

vSulphur,  crude 

Tar 

Tea: 


.pcrnd. 


Quantity. 


1C8,439 

1, 265, 733 
62, 207 
137, 980 

275, 200 
260, 800 
131,807 
221,857 


Value. 


-UO.. 

.do-- 


Black (|o--- 

Green <^°--  ■ 

Telegraph  materials - 

Theatrical  and  processional  eflcets - .  - 

Thread,  gold  and  silver  imitation pcunds. 

Tobacco,  prepared do.  -  - 

Toilet  requisites 

Tools,  hand 

Toys. 


317,000 
34,011,067 

1,057,200 
296, 133 
4r.S,  SM 

3, 982,  ;'33 

•:09, 333 
011,067 


191S 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Tooth  powder  and  paste 

Typewriters 

Umbrella  frames dozen . 

Umbrellas,  cottjn picccs- 

Vamish 

Vehicles 

Watchmakers'  requisites 

Wax: 

Japan pounds . 

Paraffin do- .  - 

^\■hite do. .  - 

Wines,  beer,  spirits,  etc.: 

Ale  and  beer dozen  bottles. 

Porter  and  stout do. .  - 

Brandy tjo-  ■  - 

Gin do-  - . 

^Vhiskv do- . . 

Rectified  spirits  or  alcohol gallrns- 

Wool  and  cotton  imions: 

Alpacas,  lustres,  and  Orleans yards. 

Army  cloth do .  - . 

Blankets  and  rugs pounds. 

Cashmeres  and  merinos yards. 

riaimels do. . . 

Suitings do- . . 

Woolen  goods: 

Blanlvets  and  rugs pounds . 

Camlets,  EngUsh pieces. 

Coatings yards . 

Flannel do . . . 

Eastings,  plain,  figured,  etc pieces. 

Suitmgs yards. 

Tweeds  and  serges do. . . 

Berlin  wool pounds 


10,000 
247, 200 


20, 053 
16,502 


126,830 

S02,  533 

71,600 


$416,8)3 

121,290 
37, 362 
171,905 


14, 150 
13,  591 
9,  111 


6,504 

53,940 

2, 157 

2,276 

12,012 

1, 702, 528 

113,559 

18, 2C8 

17,303 

4,037 

102, 291 

IGS,  773 

299 

76, 372 

35,208 

57,  420 

30, 7C8 

"'.,748 

28.  922 


19,947 

1,721 

3, 153 

606 

1,309 

131,275 

142, 753 

1,003 

47.186 

8,713 

44, 590 

83, 540 

813 

656 

3,069 

2,979 

15,957 

9,836 

15,466 

4, 8.38 
6.J,  838 
12,-153 
4.179 
5,679 
3, 053 

1.5,510 
85,  804 
40, 098 

4S,<70 
5, 583 

5.!,  484 
3,272 

17,791 

01,350 

7.5,857 


1,015 
22,685 

5,364 
55, 043 

94,682 
20, 484 
1,301 
3,082 
79, 371 
26, 669 
14,998 
35, 742 


62, 040 

1,179,867 
52, 208 
121,344 

442, 800 

21 1 , 807 

24,667 

141,200 


CSS, 133 

49,042,667 

1,783,467 

225,333 

415,333 

33, 834, 400 

3C;, 207 
603, 067 


8,933 
204, 133 


15, 940 
ll,fS3 


99, 733 

,071,600 

45, 600 

22, 983 

2,220 

3,211 

3.56 

1,03S 

49,675 

88, 539 
8, 020 
4,786 
10,212 
18, 907 
14,302 

69, 363 

717 

1,856 

1,299 

2,449 

10, 524 
5,449 

28, 800 


8251, 777 

165,421 
36, 377 
160,608 

29, 833 
14,540 
4,265 
6,038 

38, 807 

2,830 
37,931 
18, 309 

2,548 

35, 454 

2,615,302 

115, 533 

15, 434 

27,215 

3,679 

82,678 
168, 053 

0, 987 
87, 402 
31,623 
58, 453 
13, 960 

4,241 
34,191 

9, 915 

3,893 
46,210 

9, 836 

4,663 
17,334 

1,909 

16, 058 

133, 243 

28,626 

74, 030 
9.534 

SO,  445 
4,666 

19, 6.52 

24,670 

54, 767 
11,315 
6,000 
5,694 
8,874 
18, 470 

117,713 
23,669 
5,435 
1,166 
82, 770 
23, 553 
10,217 
72,106 


Silk  Export  Trade. 

The  raw  silk  trade  was  influenced  to  a  large  extent  by  the  shipping 
situation,  exchange  rates,  import  restrictions,  and,  last  but  not  least, 
by  the  long  delay  in  cable  communication  with  New  York  and  Lyons. 
The  outstanding  feature  was  the  steadily  decreasing  demand  from 
Europe  as  well  as  from  the  United  States  due  to  stramed  labor  condi- 
tions and  shortage  of  fuel. 
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During  tlie  first  quarter  800  bales  (1  bale  equals  lOG  pounds)  were 
shipped  to  Europe  and  2,900  to  the  United  States  against  a  total  of 
10,000  bales  during  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year.  Trade 
with  Lj'ons  was  quite  good  and  4,000  bales  for  later' shipment  to 
Marseille  were  contracted  for.  Buyers  in  the  United  States  were 
unwilling  to  operate  owing  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  how  the  silk 
industries  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Fuel  Administration  and  the 
War  Trade  Board  in  shaping  their  program  for  the  speedy  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war. 

Business  in  the  second  quarter  was  decidedly  better,  the  fear  of  an 
import  prohibition  for  raw  silk  having  been  removed  by  an  Executive 
order  allowing  import  by  license,  and  the  depletion  of  stocks  brought 
forth  inquiries  in  good  number.  At  the  same  time  the  very  unsatis- 
factory shipping  connections  with  Europe  Avere  relieved  by  the  sail- 
ing of  a  steamer  from  Hongkong  in  April  carrying  more  than  7,300 
bales  from  Canton  alone,  making  it  without  doubt  the  most  valuable 
cargo  carrier  that  ever  passed  through  the  Suez  Canal.  The  total 
export  during  the  quarter  was  19,300  bales,  of  which  amount  9,900 
bales  were  for  Lyons  and  9,300  for  the  United  States,  compared  with 
a  corresponding  total  of  17,800  bales  during  the  previous  year. 

Noticeable  Decline  During  Latter  Part  of  Year. 

As  the  year  went  on  the  labor  shortage  in  the  United  States  made 
itself  seriously  felt,  and  such  branches  of  the  silk  industry  as  the 
throwing  plants,  which  depend  almost  entirely  upon  male  labor,  were 
obliged  to  use  the  best  silks  in  order  to  get  the  maximum  production, 
consequently  the  Canton  grades  were  neglected  and  transactions 
practically  ceased.  In  spite  of  the  safe  arrivals  in  Lyons,  prices  there 
reached  a  record  level,  and  a  steady  demand  continued.  Total  ship- 
ments during  the  third  quarter  were  9,000  bales  to  Europe  and  1,800 
bales  to  the  United  States,  as  against  11,500  bales  during  the  past 
year. 

During  October  the  sudden  drop  in  exchange  rates  made  buyers 
hesitate,  and  this  reluctance  became  more  pronounced  when  news  of 
the  glorious  victory  of  the  xVllies  absorbed  the  greater  part  of  atten- 
tion both  in  consuming  markets  and  in  Canton.  All  things  consid- 
ered, it  was  not  surprising  that  the  export  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year  was  but  4,000  bales,  2,600  to  Europe  and  1,400  to 
the  L^nited  States,  as  compared  with  10,000  bales  during  1917. 

The  total  export  during  the  j'ear  amounted  to  39,800  bales,  more 
than  half  of  which  v\'as  shipped  to  the  United  States.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  that  after  several  futile  attempts  the  local  foreign  silk 
exporters  have  interested  the  Chinese  silk  guilds  in  improving  the 
ancient  methods  of  silk  production  still  in  vogue  in  this  Province,  by 
adopting  the  more  scientific  methods  in  use  in  Japan  and  partly  in- 
stituted in  North  China. 

Waste  Silk  Production. 

If  anything  could  have  enriched  the  local  Chinese  silk  dealer  dur- 
ing the  past  3'ear,  it  must  have  been  the  sale  of  waste  silk.  Beginning 
with  May  there  was  a  rise  in  price  from  $128  to  $180  Mexican  per 
picul  (133J  pounds)  for  the  best  Canton  waste,  and  export  shipments 
to  the  L^nited  States  broke  all  previous  records. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


It  was  claimed  bv  artillery  experts  as  necessary  that  the  explosives 
be  iDlaced  in  bass  made  of  material  leavino-  practically  no  afterglow, 
and  spun  silk  being  the  only  fabric  available  in  sufficient  quantities 
to  meet  the  requirements,  the  extraordinary  demand  for  ^y-^ste  at 
fancv  prices  wa.;  not  at  all  surprising.  A  comparison  of  the  total 
exports  during  the  past  three  years  shows  the  enormous  increase  m 
consumption  of  waste  silk  and  pierced  cocoons  m  the  United  btates, 
and  to  what  extent  the  vonnagc  scarcity  to  Europe  hindered  the  nor- 
mal exports  to  England  and  France.  (Figures  are  m  bales  of  lo^^ 
pounds. ) 


Items. 


1916 


WASTE   FILK.                                                                          I  Bales. 

,,   .^  ^  „^  .                                                                                          '  14,500 

United  States i  7  OOO 

Great  Britain |  /  jqq 

France I 

riEECr.D   COCOONS. 

United  States 1  2  ')00 

G reat  Britain 1  3'  goo 

France 


Bales. 
20,000 
13, 000 
6,300 


.50 

4,500 

250 


1918 


Bales. 
33, 500 
3,700 
3,000 


5,800 
1,400 


Review  of  Matting  Trade. 

Durino-  the  wa-  the  export  of  mats  and  matting  from  this  dis- 
trict gradually  declined  until  at  the  end  of  IDLS  the  trade  was  but  a 
small  percentage  of  that. had  in  a  good  year.  As  exchange  and 
freio-ht  rates  advanced  the  demand  for  matting  naturally  declined. 
Early  in  1017  shipments  to  Great  Britain  ceased  owing  to  prohibition 
of  importation.  Those  buyers  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have 
laroe  consignments  en  route  or  ready  for  immediate  shipment  at  that 
time  realized  handsome  profits.  The  prohibition  stopped  all  trade 
with  England   during  the  year.     The  same  conditions   applied  to 

In  February,  1918,  import  restrictions  were  enforced  in  the  United 
States,  but  this  handicap  did  not  cause  the  trade  to  suffer  materially, 
as  the  high  exchange  and  freight  were  sufficient  to  stop  such  sliip- 
ments  Freight  rates  via  the  Pacific  advanced  to  30  times  the  pre- 
war rates,  and  overland  rail  rates  80  per  cent.  The  Panama->.ew 
York  rate  advanced  to  10  times  the  normal.  Exchange  reached  the 
hi  oh  rate  of  88  in  September.  These  factors  were  at  the  highest 
pomt  during  the  four  months  previous  to  the  signing  of  the  armistice, 
and  the  export  of  matting  during  this  period  was  exceedingly  smal. 
The  total  shipments  to  the  United  States  in  1918  were  approximately 
16,000  rolls,  which  fio-ure  was  but  6  per  cent  of  the  1913  export 

The  in-oduction  of  goods  in  the  Tungkun  district  amounted  to 
practicallv  nothing.  IVIatting  there  was  formerly  made  for  the  trade 
in  Australia,  South  Africa,  and  Ceylon,  but  orders  from  these  coun- 
tries were  much  smaller  owing  to  the  war.  Many  of  the  weavers 
employed  in  this  district  have  emigrated  to  the  cities  or  have  taken 
up  other  work.  It  is  anticipated  that  prices  during  the  coming  sea- 
son will  be  much  higher.  The  hemp  for  the  warp  which  is  usually 
produced  in  this  district  suffered  exceedingly  from  the  floods,  and 
notwithstanding  the  small  demand  for  matting  it  was  necessary  for 
dealers  to  import  hemp  from  Indo-China  at  much  higher  prices.  A 
portion  of  the  straw  crop  also  suffered  destruction  by  the  floods. 
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In  the  Lintan  district  the  output  was  slightly  more  than  12,000 
rolls.  Most  of  this  product  was  of  the  116-warp  quality,  as  this 
grade  appeared  to  suit  the  American  buyers  best.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  prices  of  straw  and  dyestuffs  were  much  higher.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  straw  was  shipped  to  the  Japanese  market  for 
manufacture  into  grass  rugs.  This  factor  together  with  the  floods 
brought  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  up  to  a  high  figure.  Some 
American  dyes  have  appeared  on  the  local  market  and  although  they 
have  answered  the  purpose,  it  is  apparent  that  they  are  still  in- 
ferior to  the  German  product.  No  doubt  better  American  dyes  will 
soon  be  put  uj^on  the  Canton  market. 

The  business  proved  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  manufacturers,  and 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  trade  have  done  so  in  the  hope  of 
realizing  good  profits  after  the  war.  The  Chinese  have  done  nothing 
in  the  way  of  meeting  Japanese  competition  in  grass  rugs,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  they  will  give  the  matter  their  serious  attention  now  that 
the  war  is  over.  The  manufacturers  confidently  expect  a  revival  of 
the  business  with  the  approach  of  more  normal  conditions. 

Tobacco  Leaf  Trade. 

In  a  normal  year  shipments  of  tobacco  leaf  from  this  port  total 
about  3,200  tons.  The  trade  during  1918  was  less  satisfactory  than 
during  the  previous  year  when  a  strong  demand  was  experienced. 
During  1918  the  prices  advanced  to  nearly  three  times  the  figure  of 
1917.  ^         _ 

In  the  vicinity  of  Namhung  the  farmers  had  poor  crops,  as  this  was 
one  of  the  most  disturbed  parts  of  Kwangtung  Province  owing  to 
the  trouble  between  the  north  and  the  south.  The  tobacco  merchants 
having  as  usual  advanced  money  on  the  crops  had  much  difficulty  in 
obtaining  repayment,  and  the  losses  suffered  in  this  regard  were 
added  to  the  cost.  Difficulties  in  transportation  were  also  responsible 
for  the  high  prices,  and  the  usual  facilities  for  making  remittances 
through  the  native  banks  were  not  extended. 

Owing  to  the  excellent  trade  in  1917,  and  in  anticipation  of  a  big 
demand  in  1918  from  England  and  the  United  States,  some  of  the 
native  merchants  stocked  heavily,  but  their  trade  calculations  met 
with  disappointment  for  the  demand  from  these  two  countries  fell 
to  a  large  extent  during  the  year. 
Details  of  Export  Trade. 

Local  manufacturers  of  native  cloth  yarn  dyed  and  dyed  in  the 
piece  experienced  a  poor  j'ear.  An  excellent  trade  on  the  whole  was 
had  in  metals  and  minerals,  shipments  to  foreign  countries  of  tin  in 
slabs  and  wolfram  ore  having  reached  a  record  figure.  The  heavy 
falling  oif  in  the  export  of  antimony  and  solder  was  more  than 
made  up  by  the  splendid  trade  had  in  other  items. 

An  excellent  trade  was  likewise  had  in  the  shipment  of  articles 
under  the  heading  of  sundries.  Shipments  of  commodities  such  as 
bristles,  yellow  lead,  animal  glue,  orange  peel,  silverware,  and  to- 
bacco, leaf  and  prepared,  have  shown  a  remarkable  increase  during 
the  past  two  years.  A  large  and  profitable  trade  was  also  had  in 
brass  ware,  brass  buttons,  cardamons,  cassia,  chinaware,  fresli  eggs, 
feathers,  firecrackers,  fresh  fruits,  garlic,  human  hair,  hides,  leather, 
lichens,  medicines,  paper,  orange  peel,  silk  and  silk  products,  em- 
broidery, sugar,  tea,  vegetables,  and  woodware. 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


During   1017   and   1918  the   quantity   and   value   of  the   leading 
exports  from  the  Canton  district  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Arsenic pounds . 

Bags ,  !^uuu3- pieces . 

Bami)oo: 

Baskets  and  siov-^s do. . . 

Shoots pounds. 

Split,  leal,  etc do . . . 

Ware do... 

:  do... 


Banan::.; 

Bean  curd,  dried do.. . 

Beans do... 

Betel  nuts do. . . 

Bone  v.are do. . . 

Books,  printed do. .. 

Brass  foil do . . . 

Brass  ware do. . . 

Bristles do. . . 

Brushes  and  brooms pieces . 

Buttons: 

Brass poini  is . 

Cap ,  etc 

Camphor pounis . 

Canth -irides do. .  - 


Cans. 


.pieces 


Cases,  kerosene  oil,  old do. . 

Cassia: 

Buds pounds . 

Lispioa do... 

Refuse. do . . . 

Trngs do... 

Cement do. . . 

Cliiuuvvare: 

Coarse do . . . 

F ino do. . . 

Cigarettes do . . . 

Cisjais pieces. 

Cimumon pounds . 

Cloisonne  or  emniel'.vare 

Cloth,  silk  noil  vavii pounds. 

Clothing: 

Cotton do . . . 

Theatrical,  embroidered do,   . 

Old do... 

Silk do... 

Combs,  toilet pieces. 

Cosmetics pound  s . 

Cotton: 

Cord do. . . 

F.  mbroider  J' do... 

Raw do. .. 

FluIT do... 

Cotton  ffoods: 

Nankeens do. .. 

Native  dyed do... 

-Native  fancy pieces . 

Yarn  dyed pounds. 

Handkerehiefs dozen. 

Cotton  yarn pounds . 

Covers,  bed pieces. 

Cushions  and  pillows do.. . 

Dominos sets. 

Dressmg  cases pieces. 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Cinnabar pounds. 

Indigo— 

Dried do. . . 

Liquid do. .. 

T^ead— 

Red do... 

White do. .. 

Yellow do. .. 

Vermilion do . . . 

Eggs,  fresh thousands. 

Fans: 

Palm  leaf 

Other 

Feather  dusters pieces. 

Feathers,  duck  and  fowl pounds. 


1917 


Quantity. 


73,600 
3,2'J4,.-)04 

14'),  245 

1.34,000 

4, 74G, 933 

241.133 

1,102,067 

2, 0S7, 333 

754.800 

42, 400 

22.  .533 

52S,  400 

08,  SOO 

364, 035 

42,  400 

7S),225 

135.667 


45,867 
35,467 
20'J,005 
37,  5S0 

372,667 
7,395,200 
4, 3 11.. 533 
2, 28'),  333 
1,1'.H,033 

1,50-.,  3)1 
225,333 
125, 2)7 


10. 533 


5, 467 

14.933 

424, 267 

4,603,857 

12. 800 

368, 889 

1,519,007 

31,203 

1,200 

297,600 

58, 933 

1,80',  237 

2,037 


2,874 
17,467 
20, 755 
71,078 
56, 652 

7,074 

5, 200 

4  3,. 333 
1,010,800 

75,  r,67 

292, 800 

1,329,467 

15, 407 

18, 140 


122,957 
1,251,200 


Value. 


$6, 5.58 
261,956 

11,704 
19. 175 
94,252 
22,  S37 
10, 101 

182, 753 
20. 153 
2;  275 
22. 794 

224. 899 
59.148 

181,732 
22, 240 
8.773 


1,081 


65 

11 
61 

209 
36 
166 

55 

35 

6 

98 


Quantity.    !     Value. 


227,407 
2,223,660 

111,88': 

403.,=!  17 
4, 210,  '33 

189, 200 
3,583.037 
1,594,933 
1,997.733 

284,800 
22, 667 

503,333 
87. 867 

418,  "33 

697,600 

GS7, 265 

118,933 


40,400 

23, 867 

207, 140 

75, 290 

429.200 

6,972,-533 

1 1 ,  072, 2.;7 

1,930,667 

1,297.600 

1,237.837 
129,333 
110,267 


7,733 

7,"  733' 

37, 067 

215,333 

4, 439, 087 

15, 457 

303, 1S7 

1,418,133 

38, 533 

933 

245.087 

72,800 

203,933 

849, 733 

1,980 

490, 133 

1,080 

303,933 

21,326 

35, 952 

6.5,06-1 

6, 040 

5,333 

3,333 
558,667 

103, 867 

329,667 

1.121,000 

11,600 

17,119 


131,396 
1,156,933 


823,630 
204,874 

9,565 
15,48' 
91,2dl 
21.982 
3-3, 223 

153,742 
65, 242 
19,111 
20, 130 

236,606 
58,110 

212,909 

557,945 
9,633 

84,02.-) 
9.622 
21;  058 
15, 571 
19, 878 
5, 891 

59. 216 

373, 700 

403, 043 

19,318 

11,076 

205,217 
.50,866 
88, 8)1 
14.877 
4.560 
e;  229 
7,765 

34,129 
7,910 

53, 260 

125,434 

7,709 

54,097 

13,352 
10,028 
60,913 

7,570 

161. 7? 1 
512,898 

4,276 
267, 883 

4,276 
139,953 
11,558 

7,666 
14,876 

4,929 

8,798 

8,599 
41,887 

1.5,780 
67,974 

170,403 
30, 245 

171,966 

36, 168 

21,679 

7,  .5.39 

88,756 


f 
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Articles. 


Fiber,  ramie 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks.. 

Firewood 

Flour: 

Potato 

Rice 

Wheat 

Flowers,  artificial , 

Fruits: 

Dried  and  salted 

Fresh 

Preserved — 

lu  sirup 

In  tins 

Furniture 

Garlic 

Ginger,  fresh 

Glass: 

Bangles 

Bangles,  decorated 

Vitrified  ware 

Glue,  cow 

Gold  foil,  imitation 

Gold  ware 

Grass  cloth: 

Fine 

Drawn-thread  work..  . . 

E  mbroidered 

Groundnuts,  kernels 

Gypsum 

Hair,  human 

Hangings,  fancy 

Hemp  twine 

Hides: 

Buflalo 

Buflialo  and  cow,  salted. 

Cow 

Horns: 

Buffalo  and  cow 

Deer,  young 

Horn  ware 

Ink,  Chinese 

Inkstones,  incases 

Ironware. 

Ivory  ware 

Jadestone  ware 

Joss  ornaments 

Joss  sticks 

Joss-stick  powder 

Knives  and  scissors 

Labels,  tickets,  etc 

Lacquer  ware 

Lamps 

Lamp  wicks 

Lard 

Leather 

Lichees,  dried 

Lungngans,  pulp  and  dried. 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli 

Mach  inery 

Marble  slabs ' 

Matches,  native 

Mats: 

Bamboo 

Straw  (bed) 

Straw,  packing 

Matting 

Meats,  dried  and  preierved. 
Medicines: 

Oil 

Pills 

Powder 

Tea 

Other 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Antimony— 

Reguius 

Ore 

Copper  amalgam 

Iron- 
Pig 

Ore 


.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 


.do., 
-do., 
.do.. 


-poimds. 
....do... 


.do... 

..tins. 


-poimd.-- 
....do.. 


....do... 
...pairs, 
.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 


.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 


.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 


....do... 

...pairs, 
.pounds. 
....do... 


.pounds 

....do.. 

....do.. 

.pieces 


Quantity. 


.pounds 
....do.. 
..pieces 


.pounds. 
...pieces, 
.pounds. 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 


.pounds. 
...gross. 


. .pieces. 
....do... 
....do... 

rolls. 

.pounds. 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 

.do... 
.do... 


267 
4, 943,  •467 
1,838,800 

94,000 

1S7,0(J7 

3,345,067 


820, 267 
9,575,600 

18,000 
105,806 


8,213,600 
4,001,867 

458,000 
4,705,627 
513, 4G7 
581,467 
20,667 


Value. 


22,533 

4, 267 

2, 800 

3,041,000 

1,795,067 

1,021,733 

3,660,667 

29, 733 

673,600 
513, 733 
370,000 

52,207 

324 

12,667 

9,067 


330,000 
3,467 
7.239,333 
1,301,672 
1,8.35,600 
3,270,800 

203,535 


45, 467 

25, 825 

21,600 

35,600 

3,604,534 

1,125,333 

1,240,000 

350, 667 


99, 733 

84, 360 

8,904 

.512,370 

598, 8S0 

44,146 

482, 800 

5,067 

146, 133 

1;,533 

329,333 

4,509,467 


1,184,267 

1,474,667 

2,5.33 

6,800 
1,162,133 


$36 
1,317,380 

7,448 

3,  482 
10, 157 
97,713 

1,346 

37, 212 
145,554 

i,s:s 

8, 608 

,85,959 

289, 407 

102, 602 

81,987 
107, 103 

9G,  if) 
110,919 

14,535 

14,146 

65,637 
38,915 
26, 196 

111,8.84 
16,140 

233, 156 
44,809 
2,377 

2.32,541 
56, 484 
147,153 

4,403 

32, 059 

9,001 

5,375 

7, 913 

18,039 

24,261 

13,557 

14, 763 

118,648 

30,595 

15,031 

11,050 

13, 649 

20,-322 

6,908 

4,490 

1,573,027 

336,533 

89,011 

19,147 

29, 488 

5,397 

37,080 

5,178 

216,254 

.30,  .=93 

364,734 

184,414 

35,262 
1.33,  895 
11,295 
47,4.30 
322,939 


189,329 

59,962 

821 

183 
13,161 


1918 


Quantity. 


81,600 
4,161,067 
2,148,267 

142,133 

134,533 

2,333,067 


500, 400 
9,334,533 


34,800 
40, 480 


5,.543,7:}3 
5,573,467 

366, 400 
3,874,567 

325,867 

1,011,067 

25, 200 


22,533 

1,867 

667 

746, 800 

2,512,400 

441,733 

3,0t)3,600 

39,067 

250,933 
235, 733 
236, 400 

112,667 

346 

12,133 

10,000 


287,600 

4,400 

7,202,133 

954,003 
1, 681, 467 
1,441,067 

277, 708 


29, 600 

32,577 

21,467 

61,067 

4, 755, 733 

532,000 

1,574,800 

639, 333 


153,333 
8,085 

8,297 

2.53,918 

258, 250 

21,542 

507, 467 

4,800 

92,933 

13, 067 

364,800 

4,491,467 


.56, 133 

470, 4W) 

18,400 

618,800 
5,911,476 


Value. 


$9,243 

1,224,904 

9,803 

5,794 
8,136 
76, 439 
3,689 

29,087 
149,041 

2,370 

4,0-07 

69,217 

214, 28;{ 

156,51) 

80,714 
77,847 
75,989 
232,599- 
20, 421 
10,119 

72,796 
19,328 

6,361 
30,299 
29,898 
139,843 
39,096 

3,599 

99, 732 
28,480 
107,662 

10,051 

39,600 

9,661 

6,026 

9,92? 

20,70u 

33,588 

18,264 

15,907 

126, 377 

15,561 

19, 291 

16, 554 

10, 848 

30,215 

7, 790 

9,152 

2,325,929 

162, 432 

119,041 

49,254 

42,900 

8,862 

3,954 

5,685 

121,655 

16,020 

215,877 

217, 219 

35, 133 
93,855 
13,063 
.59,697 
365,992 


9,  .550 
10,900 
5,036 

22,700 
89,235 
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Articles. 


Metals  and  minerals — Continuecl. 

Lead  amalgam pounds . 

Manganese  ore do. . . 

Molybdenum do. . . 

Solder do . . . 

Tin- 
Clippings  do. . . 

Compound do. . . 

In  slabs do.. . 

Wolfram  ore do . . . 

Mirrors  in  frames pieces. 

Mother-of-pearl  ware pounds. 

Mushrooms do . . . 

Oil: 

Groundnut do . . . 

Tea do . . . 

Wood do . . . 

Cassia-leaf do... 

Peppermint do. . . 

Olives,  fresh  and  salted do. . . 

Oranges,  fresh do. . . 

Ornaments pieces . 

Paper,  all  kinds pounds. 

Peel,  orange do. . . 

Peel,  pumelo do... 

Pens,  Chinese pieces . 

I'orsimmons,  dried pounds. 

Pcrsonaleffecis 

Pewter  ware pounds . 

Pipes,  brass  (tobacco) pieces. 

Plants  and  shnibs 

Plums,  dried  and  salted pounds. 

Pottery  and  earthenware do . . . 

I'rescrvcs do . . . 

I'urses  and  pouches pieces . 

Rattan: 

Core pounds . 

Portmanteaus pieces . 

Ware pounds . 

Resin do. .. 

.'amshu do. . . 

Samshu,  medicated do . . . 

f  auce do . . . 

Scales,  Chinese pieces . 

Seeds: 

Melon pounds . 

Melon  pulp do 

Olive  and  pulp do 

Shoes: 

Silk  and  cotton pairs . . 

Straw  sandals 

Other pairs . . 

Silk: 

Raw  white — 

Not   re-reeled   and   not   steam   filature 

pounds . . 

Steam  filature do 

Baw  yellow,  not  re-reeled  and  not  steam 
filatiu'e pounds . . 

Cocoons- 
Whole  do 

Pierced do 

Waste do 

Punjum  books  reeled  from  refuse  cocoons 
pounds . . 

Piece  goods do 

Drawn-thread  work do 

Embroidery do 

Embroidery,  old do 

Silk  and  cotton  mixtures do 

Floss,  Canton do 

Ribbons do 

Thread ..do 

Silverware do 

Singlets,  cotton dozen. . 

Socks: 

Cotton do 

Silk do.... 

Soy pounds. . 

Sugar: 

Brown do 

White do.... 


1917 


Quantity. 


69,4G7 


556,267 

313,600 
18,667 
255,467 
550, 933 
231,974 
4,267 
03,333 

772,267 

54,800 

80, 400 

29,200 

264,533 

1,296,933 

924,800 

249,142 

2, 172, 800 

560, 667 

119,200 

341,605 

243, 733 


14,000 
12,721 


79, 200 

1,189,733 

351,467 

60, 844 

598,667 
11,853 
77,067 

486,000 
1,091,067 

634,000 

294,800 
25, 321 

435,733 
68, 800 
118,667 

128,334 

""iio,597 


132, 267 
5,193,467 

28,267 

39, 867 

419,200 

5,592,133 

43,067 
996, 133 

3,067 
19,067 
19,  733 
SO,  000 

7,733 

3, 466 
17,867 
23, 933 

1,739 

61,708 

2,877 

141,733 

7, 003, 467 
460, 667 


Value 


Value. 


S7,3.50 


127,225 

6,071 
2,075 
123,267 
188,772 
34,911 
17,916 
31,719 


85,203 

5,215 

7,203 

328 

8,252 

57,553 

16,825 

8,061 

259, 209 

74, 942 

6,416 

4,500 

11,243 

169, 332 

6,698 

11,550 

16,266 

3, 723 

34,790 

48,559 

7,713 


656,  S83 
30,385,893 

89, 256 

35, 541 

235,105 

2, 703, 282 

27,651 

7,162,961 

27, 254 

184,772 
09, 460 

178,770 
32, 278 
23, 051 
74,900 

423, 74S 
6,452 

57, 877 
14,285 
4,926 

268,324 
24, 440 


184,933 
4,460,933 

28,000 

419,383 

347, 733 

5, 730, 800 

44,933 

1,083,333 

2, 1.33 

14,133 

13,467 
79,467 
9,  n(i7 
1,602 
16,933 
31,256 
2,624 

51,241 

2.044 

163;  667 

4, 345, 20O 
15,600 


24, 116 

5,039 

55,464 

5,520 

7,879 

59,242 

20,411 

7,300 

257,649 

118,057 

9,462 

5,903 

15,507 

168, 071 

7,403 

17,355 

20,392 

8,467 

37,365 

66,577 

9,814 

71,823 
9,890 
13,699 
22,008 
36,044 
72, 691 
13,152 
11,457 

59,118 
12,218 
22, 570 

119,436 
13,0.39 
75, 143 


1,052,818 
31,482,348 

111,425 

441,304 

229, 258 

3, 663, 222 

29, 619 

8,694,569 

21,338 

162, 667 
49,581 

207, 766 
41,929 
11,815 
79, 554 

595, 899 
8,903 

56, 763 
10, 533 
6,542 

185,451 


CHINA — CANTOK. 


27 


Articles. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


191S 


Quantity.         Value 


Sugar — Continued. 

Candy pounds. 

Cane do. . . 

Tallow .  animal do. . . 

Taro do. . . 

Tea ,  blaek do. . . 

Teapots,  in  cases piecas. 

Theatrical  and  processional  effects 

Thread: 

Gold ,  imitation pounds. 

Silver,  imitation do. . . 

Timber: 

Planks,  softwood square  feet. 

Poles pieces. 

Tin  foil pounds. 

Tins,  kerosene,  empty pieces. 

Tobacco: 

Leaf pounds. 

Prepared do. . . 

Stalk do. . . 

Toothbrushes pieces. 

Toys 

Trunks,  leather  and  wood pieces. 

Tiu-nips ,  salted pounds. 

Umbrellas: 

Cotton pieces. 

Paper  kittysols do.. . 

Vegetables: 

Dried pounds. 

Fresh do. . . 

Salted do. . . 

Wax ,  V,  hite do. . . 

White  metal  ware do... 

Wood: 

Coffin pieces . 

For  buckets pounds. 

Garoo do. . . 

Shavings do... 

Wooden  ware: 

Plain do. . . 

Decorated pieces. 

Yeast pounds. 


58,000 

22, 709, 7.33 

330, 933 

1,098,533 

1,952,400 

67,346 


4,933 
4,933 

830,063 
16,914 
30, 667 
74, 202 

6,502,400 
4, 567, 067 
1,295,733 
1,698,263 


7,128 
1,049,467 

35, 658 
106,297 

S55, 733 

10,  .535, 867 

2, 907, 867 

20, 000 

18,267 

3, 026 

1, 577, 867 

7,333 

127,  .333 

595, 200 
351,323 
586, 800 


$4,666 
207,993 
24,  849 
10,266 
502, 583 
24,894 
88, 563 

7,128 
5, 126 

45, 809 
66, 178 
27, 998 

4,  .522 

579, 364 
1,095,369 
20,181 
42, 959 
21,041 
12, 209 
34, 605 

28, 660 
24, 130 

32,098 
97, 867 
59, 729 
11,989 
23, 449 

5,  650 
7,  6.53 

13,449 
10, 558 

97, 538 
80, 652 
21,501 


45, 733 

8, 822,  .533 

268, 667 

872,533 

2,003,067 

53, 741 


3, 600 
3,200 

509, 613 
11,436 
20, 933 

150, 148 

4,267,200 

33, 746 

1,014,533 

1,743,603 


7,260 
741,200 

18,199 
51,525 

926, 133 

9, 367, 733 

2, 944, 800 

29,067 

12,800 

4,987 

2, 326,  f^33 

6,267 

130, 133 

497,067 
360, 933 
570, 133 


$4, 199 
89,261 
24,369 
9,157 

571, 546 
22, 122 

106,438 

5,996 
3,765 

33, 675 
57. 157 
21,054 
10,263 

563, 9.30 
1,284,663 
16,497 
46,045 
18,402 
13, ISO 
29,113 

17,760 
13, 585 

43, 292 
96,486 
67, 200 
18,928 
13, 975 

9,701 
11,863 

7,420 
12,821 

109, 616 
78,423 
23,123 


Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1918  were  valued  at 
$13,426,599,  and  to  the  Philippine  Islands  at  $90,583.  There  were 
no  shipments  to  Porto  Rico  or  Hawaii  during  the  year.  Shipments 
to  the  Philippine  Islands  consisted  almost  entirely  of  silk  valued  at 
$87,241,  as  against  $42,445  during  the  previous  year. 

The  details  of  the  exports  from  the  Canton  consular  district  to 
the  United  States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1917  and  1918 
are: 


.Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1918 


Quantity.        Value 


TO  VNITED   ST.\TES. 

Antici uc  pictures cases. . 

B  ristlrs pounds . . 

Chinawaro cases.. 

Fans ,  iialm-leaf dozens . . 

Feathers pounds.. 

Fibers,  manufactures  of 

Firecrackers pounds. . 

Gallnuts do.... 

Ginger,  preserved do  — 

Glass,  manufactures  of 

Hair,  human pounds.. 

H  ides ,  cow do.... 

Jade  ware cases.. 


7 

27, 467 

934 

174,094 

117,442 


,599,281 
""6,"  262 


30,  ,554 

101,600 

21 


S2, 
31 
24 
39: 
34 
4 
330: 


63, 975 

426 

111,916 

657, 867 


144,864 
20,000 


61,. 363 

25, 770 

14 


$149,885 
8,734 
13,793 
02, 154 
831 
16,418 
3,779 


28,  %9 
9,62-1 
1,757 
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Articles. 

1917 

1918 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

TO  I'NiTED  sT.iTES — continued. 
Joss  sticks 

3,441 

1,881,052 

117,657 

5,100 
25 

$11,040 
195, 638 
25, 390 

8,672 
1,297 

20 

742,680 
53, 200 

$65 

Matting 

Mats  or  rugs 

Oils: 

Aniseed 

. . .yards.. 
....do.... 

.pounds.. 
.. .cases., 
.poiinds. . 

102,080 
8,708 

Cassia 

3,%3 

Wood 

154,000 

360 
1,0-11 

24,894 

Ores: 

Molybdenite    

do 

403 

Wolfram 

I'aper: 

Lithographic 

tons.. 

ISO 

90 
3,329 
20,000 

4,966 
293 

142, 023 

1,525 
961 

3,456 

2,010 
69,  C31 

1,546,925 

Other pounds . . 

Seeds:  Aniseed do 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cocoons,  pierced do 

Embroideries rase.^. . 

1,800 
2,000 

63, 800 

83 

0,000 

1,670,161 

9 

4,330,149 

4, 125, 468 

354 
3,577 

52,521 
16,361 
6,230 

Raw 

....do.... 

2,282,375 

21 

2,870,032 

936, 056 

800 

1,28 -.,070 

10, 168, 978 

3,031 

1,828,264 

66, 845 

219 

371,302 

7,995,462 

7,316 

3,015,258 

192,998 

Waste 

Spices:  Cassia 

Tea 

.pounds.. 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

ca'ics. 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 
Bamboo- 
Baskets     

152, 128 

11,823 

37 

60 

242 

4,303 

53,388 
154 

Split 

AVare 

Blackwood  ware 

Canes 

China  reeds 

..  .bales. . 
...cases.. 
....do.... 
...bales.. 
....do.... 

15,901 
13.1 
512 
38J 
2,906 
41 
10 
195 

^'.7,331 

6, 649 
13,328 

1, 785 
35;  187 

1,758 

338 

10,073 

8,746 

26,461 
2,995 
2,807 
1,763 

64,657 

Lacquered  ware 

Rattan  ware 

...cas^s.. 

8 

1 

475 

Woodenware 

Another 

....do.... 

143 
697 

Total 

13,554,938 

13, 426, 599 

...bales.. 

TO  PHILIPPINE  ISL.^NDS. 

Canes 

330 

6 
7 

1,787 

849 

3,400 

290 

1,670 

Linen  goods 

....do.... 
do.. 

Packings,  metal  shredded 

4 
IK, 537 

1,672 

Silk 

Another 

.pounds.. 

9,070 

42,415 
2S2 

87,241 

1 

Toial 

48, 703 

90,583 

War  conditions  were  responsible  for  a  heavy  decline  in  shipments 
of  chinaware,  firecrackers,  palm-leaf  fans,  matting,  mats  or  rugs, 
jade  ware,  raw  silk,  silk  embroideries,  and  leaf  tobacco,  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  existing  conditions  were  responsible  for  an  excellent 
trade  in  bristles,  feathers,  human  hair,  wolfram  ore,  waste  silk, 
pierced  cocoons,  broken  cassia  buds,  and  china  reeds.  Shipments 
of  wolfram  ore,  waste  silk,  cassia,  and  bristles  reached  a  record 
figure,  and  wood  oil  appeared  in  the  statistics  for  the  first  time. 
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